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Curriculum Policy 
 

Curriculum Intent 

Through Lambourn’s curriculum and Christian values, we aim to provide our children with 

the skills, knowledge and understanding to let their light shine. We have designed a 

progressive, engaging curriculum, aimed at motivating our pupils so they become curious, 

effective problem-solvers who have a lifelong love of learning. Through our teaching we aim 

to address cultural capital inequalities so that all our children become secure, independent 

learners, aware of a world of opportunities, and with the skills, knowledge and confidence 

they need to take calculated risks and realise their dreams.  

 

Implementation: EYFS 

 

Children learn best through real experiences and active learning. We provide opportunities 

for child initiated, teacher initiated and teacher directed learning opportunities. In doing so 

we ensure children have opportunities to engage and thrive in all aspects and areas of 

learning and development.  
 

We follow the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage document (Department for 

Education 2017) and the supporting guidance Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation 

Stage (EYFS), Department for Education, 2012 which sets the standards for learning, development 

and care for children from birth to five. We update as new documentation becomes available from the 

DFE. 

 

The full information about our EYFS curriculum can be found in the EYFS policy. We have 

also identified on each subject curriculum how the National Curriculum builds on EYFS 

practice. 

 

Implementation: Y1 – Y6 

 

Our learning is based on the National Curriculum. We have created curriculum plans based 

on the National Curriculum detailing the progression of knowledge (in a black font) and 

skills (in blue). 

 

Key skills and knowledge are revisited and embedded in order to secure a mastery of skills, 

concepts and understanding. 

 

Teachers have used the above to create long term plans which are then broken down into 

medium term and short term planning.  

 

Enquiry Learning 

Each week (or longer, as appropriate), the children have a key subject enquiry to explore 

which can be broken down during the week as needed. The children work on the enquiry 

over successive days in order to secure and master their skills, knowledge and understanding. 

If appropriate, the learning in one subject area can support the learning in another. For 

example, an enquiry based on volcanoes could be explored through reading and the outcome 

could be an explanation text. In this way both geography and English skills are applied and 

embedded. 
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Each subject has its own character as a pictorial representation. This supports the children’s 

understanding of the skills and concepts they need to use as they work through their question 

/ enquiry. 

 

By exploring questions, we are addressing our problem solving curriculum intent and 

capitalizing on children’s natural curiosity about life so that they engage in the learning.  

 

By working on concentrated blocks of learning, we are ensuring our children master the 

learning, thereby furthering their confidence and their ability to be able learners, with the 

skills and understanding they need to work independently. 

 

Maths and English 

The English and mathematics curricula are carefully planned so that there is a clear 

structured progression in knowledge, skills and understanding in each area, but also 

opportunities for pupils to apply these skills to other subject areas. For example, work on 

graphs and statistics in maths would be taught in advance of data logging work, in science, so 

that this learning can be applied and skills and knowledge embedded.  

 

Each subject is divided into sections e.g. place value, algebra, length. These units are taught 

in blocks of one or more weeks, with an emphasis on pupils gaining a full and deep 

understanding, before moving onto another unit of work. 

 

Within English, handwriting, spelling, writing (including composition, punctuation and 

grammar), vocabulary, reading (including phonics) are taught discretely. As a general rule, 

reading and writing is taught daily. Handwriting is taught regularly as part of the National 

Curriculum in the younger year groups and then less frequently as these skills are mastered. 

Spelling is taught at least three times a week.. Oracy (speaking and listening, including 

drama) is taught through reading and writing. Vocabulary is taught within other subjects, as 

well as a separate timetabled slot. Story time takes place daily, in all classes. It is important 

to us, that Lambourn provides a strong English education, so that we are a language rich 

school. We believe that to have strong language skills will help to open up opportunities for 

our pupils. Through our modelling and teaching we work to ensure that our children enjoy 

stories, reading and writing, and that they have can speak confidently and articulately. 

Procedures are in place to ensure that learning that takes place in a discrete timetable slot is 

applied to work in other subject areas. 

 

 

 

Timetabling 

Timetables ensure that all areas of learning are practised and mastered, although teachers can 

vary these to meet pupils’ needs whilst still ensuring breadth and quality of learning. Every 

day the children are taught English and mathematics. All the other subject areas in the 

National Curriculum are taught throughout the year, some each week (e.g. PE), others in 

concentrated blocks, with an enquiry focus, as previously described.  

 

Maths is taught twice a day. In the main maths lessons, children learn about the current unit 

of study. In the second, short, session (Maths on Track) teachers work to help children 

master mental maths skills; they revise prior learning (so they can apply and consolidate 
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previous learning); teachers also use this lesson to deal immediately with any key 

misconceptions from the earlier maths session so problems are sorted quickly. We have a 

strong focus on developing fluency and problem solving, through the development of key 

problem solving skills, mathematical language and the mastering of concepts and procedures, 

enabling the children to calculate and problem solve quickly, securely and confidently. 

 

The Learning Environment 

Each classroom has: 

 Working walls for maths and English 

 Language stems and vocabulary displays (evident across a range of walls) 

 An engaging book corner (fiction and non-fiction) 

 A calculation display (which ‘grows’ over the year as the children master key 

procedures) 

 A question wall with the current investigation and subject character 

 A celebration wall with quality work on display. 

 

Resources 

The curriculum is fully resourced so that all areas of the curriculum are accessible to all. 

Maths is supported by the Can Do maths scheme. 

 

Each class has a class teaching assistant whose role is to further learning as directed by the 

class teacher. Intervention work, providing additional support for pupils when needed, is 

taught by teachers as well as teaching assistants. 

 

Visits and visitors are used to engage and enrich the children in learning. 

 

The school has a well-resourced library which is well maintained by the school librarian. 

Children use the library as part of whole class / group lessons, as well as for independent 

reading / learning.  

 

Vulnerable Learners 

Additional needs-based support is provided for Pupil Premium children and other pupils with 

specific needs, either by the teacher or the teaching assistant. This can take the form of 

differentiation, additional support within the lesson or additional intervention lessons. 

 

Teachers use pre-teach and misconception timetabled times to support children, as needed. 

These sessions can take the form of language work (e.g. oracy or vocabulary), the revision of 

concepts, 1:1 support with misconceptions, a pre-read, support through apparatus, pre-teach 

etc – whatever the teacher feels will support children who are vulnerable at that point in time. 

 

Teachers plan their lessons, mindful of the need to equip pupils with the knowledge and 

cultural capital they need to succeed in life. This includes the use of video clips, books, the 

teaching of vocabulary and the use of the Internet in order to reduce any gaps in conceptual 

understanding. 

 

SEND pupils have additional intervention support detailed in SAPPs as part of the plan, do 

and review cycle 
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EAL pupils are provided with additional support e.g. pre-topic learning activities (to 

introduce concepts and vocabulary), vocabulary mats, additional LSA support (talk for 

learning etc). 

 

Additional resources and support are provided for Pupil Premium children, according to their 

specific needs. This is reviewed on an annual basis and reported through the website. Parents 

are kept informed about how their child is being supported through the grant. 

 

Extension 

Those children who are quickly grasping concepts and understanding are extended through 

quality first teaching e.g. through differentiation / extension task activities, the setting of 

challenges and open-ended work, as appropriate. 

 

Impact 

Our curriculum is planned so our children to enjoy learning, and acquire the skills, 

knowledge and understanding they need to be successful in life.  

 

All enquiries have outcomes. These are either recorded in pupils’ books or captured through 

photographs or comments, evidenced in floor books. 

 

Assessments in English and maths take place three times a year. These take the form of 

summative tests, supported by teacher assessments. Mini, low-threat tests e.g. multiplication 

checks take place regularly and are monitored along with all other assessments, through the 

school’s tracking system. 

 

Subject leaders review the impact of the curriculum at least once a term, reporting findings 

and any recommendations to SLT. Subject leaders are responsible for keeping abreast of 

developments in their subject area and providing / facilitating training, as needed. 

 

Children’s progress is discussed six times a year during Pupil Progress Meetings. If logistics 

allow, these meetings are not just attended by the Principal and the class teacher but also by 

the teaching assistant, the SENCo and the Vulnerable Learner Lead.  When appropriate, the 

curriculum is adapted or personalized to meet the needs of the pupils. Intervention 

programmes are put in place, as needed. 

 

The work of the school is supported by Excalibur Trust and the LGB (Local Governing 

Body). The PARC (Progress, Assessment, Review and CPD), details the monitoring and 

evaluation arrangements for each term. Governors, the Head of Primary Education and the 

CEO monitor the impact of the curriculum through data analysis, learning walks, book looks, 

pupil / staff discussions, external reviews and the SEF.  

 

The Head of Primary Education works with the school on its improvement plans; these are 

evaluated on monthly basis and reviewed with the CEO and the LGB at the end of each term. 

The Trust’s Education Scrutiny Committee monitors the work of the school six times a year 

through the progress and attainment data and reports from the Principal and the Head of 

Primary Education.  

 

The outcome of this support and monitoring informs the school’s continual cycle of self-
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review, and the maintenance of high standards of teaching and learning. 
 


