
Nursery:  (2 year olds) Autumn Term 

Areas of learning Personal, Social 
and Emotional 

Communication 
and language 

Physical 
development 

Literacy 
(Reading and 

Writing) 

Mathematics 
(Number and 

Pattern inc SSM) 

The World Expressive Art 
and Design 

Term 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Find ways to 
calm 
themselves, 
through being 
calmed and 
comforted by 
their key person.  

Establish their 
sense of self.  

Be increasingly 
able to talk 
about and 
manage  
their emotions.  

Notice and ask 
questions about 
differences, such 
as skin colour, 
types of hair, 
gender, special 

Watch 

someone’s face 

as they talk.  

Copy what 
adults do, taking 
‘turns’ in 
conversations 
speech and lip 
movements.  

Listen and 

respond to a 

simple 

instruction.  

Make sounds to 
get attention in 
different ways 
(for example, 
crying when 
hungry or 
unhappy, 

Enjoy moving 
when outdoors 
and inside.  
  

Reach out for 
objects as co-
ordination 
develops.  

 

Enjoy songs and 
rhymes, tuning 
in and paying 
attention.  

Join in with 
songs and 
rhymes, copying 
sounds, 
rhythms, tunes 
and tempo.  

Say some of the 
words in songs 
and rhymes.  

 

Combine objects 
like stacking 
blocks and cups. 
Put objects 
inside others 
and take them 
out again.  

 

Repeat actions 
that have an 
effect.  

 

Show attention 
to sounds and 
music.  

Respond 
emotionally and 
physically to 
music when it 
changes.  

Move and dance 
to music.  

Anticipate 
phrases and 
actions in 
rhymes and 
songs, like 
‘Peepo’.  

 



needs and 
disabilities, 
religion and so 
on.  

making gurgling 
sounds, 
laughing, cooing 
or babbling).  

Term 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Express 
preferences and 
decisions. They 
also try new 
things and start 
establishing 
their autonomy.  

 

Use gestures like 

waving and 

pointing to 

communicate.  

Reach or point 
to something 
they want while 
making sounds.  

Copy your 
gestures and 
words.  

Listen to other 
people’s talk 
with interest but 
can easily be 
distracted by 
other things.  

 
 

Build 
independently 
with a range of 
appropriate 
resources.  
 
Clap and stamp 
to music.  
Fit themselves 
into spaces, like 
tunnels, dens 
and large boxes, 
and move 
around in them.  

 

Copy finger 
movements and 
other gestures.  

Sing songs and 

say rhymes 

independently, 

for example, 

singing whilst 

playing.  

Enjoy sharing 
books with an 
adult.  

 

Take part in 
finger rhymes 
with numbers.  

 

Explore 
materials with 
different 
properties.  

 

Explore a range 
of sound makers 
and instruments 
and play them in 
different ways.  
Notice patterns 
with strong 
contrasts and be 
attracted by 
patterns 
resembling the 
human face.  

Start to make 
marks 
intentionally.  

Explore paint, 
using fingers and 
other parts of 
their bodies as 
well as brushes 
and other tools. 

 


