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LAMBOURN C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL   

SPEAKING AND LISTENING  CURRICULUM   
  

 

 

Intent   

We aim to develop in our children a wide vocabulary and an understanding of the 

correct grammatical and linguistic conventions of the English language, including the 

vocabulary and phraseology of academic language.    

We use spoken language to help our children learn, so they can explore ideas, 

collate their thoughts, elaborate and explain, conveying their understanding and 

ideas clearly and effectively. We will teach our children the arts and skills of drama / 

role play, presentations, performance, discussion and debate so they become 

confident in the use of oral language in a range of contexts to a range of audiences.  

  

Implementation    

Our learning is based on the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation 

Stage - 2021.   

   

EYFS    

Curriculum planning is based on child-initiated learning, rather than subject specific 

areas; learning is experiential and holistic. Our curriculum is based on the Statutory 

Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage document, Department for   

Education, 2021, and the supporting guidance: Development Matters in the Early 

Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), 2020. Children learn to make sense of the world in 

their own way through play and first-hand experiences. Some aspects of the Key 

Stage One and Key Stage Two (Y1-Y6) curriculum have their roots in the EYFS 

learning experiences; these are reflected in a range of goals across this interrelated 

curriculum, but most notably in:   

‘Communication and Language’ and ‘Expressive Arts and Design’.   

   

Y1 – Y6   

In our curriculum plans we have outlined the progression of knowledge in a black 

font, and skills in blue. Key skills and knowledge are revisited and embedded in 

order to secure a mastery of skills, concepts and understanding. There also 

opportunities for pupils to apply these skills to other subject areas in order to embed 

and master their learning.  Opportunities to develop as speakers and listeners 

abound in the teaching of all subjects and in all aspects of school life. Examples of 

opportunities to develop these skills range from daily collective worship, where 

children listen to clergy, guest speakers and teachers in a relatively formal setting, to 

lunch times, where children are encouraged to enjoy conversation whilst dining with 

friends from across their year group. Active-participative approaches are taken to 

teaching, so that pupils explore ideas in class discussions or in small groups, in 
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order to consolidate knowledge and understanding. We acknowledge that the 

opportunity to speak about a subject assists a pupil in their writing about that subject.    

Vocabulary is planned for and taught explicitly. At the start of each question enquiry, 

key subject specific words (tier three) are explicitly taught and the pupils are 

expected to use these words in their speaking and writing. Working wall displays 

reinforce learning and make clear links with spelling skills. Teachers study each word 

with the children, exploring meaning, etymological roots, the formation of the word 

(morphology) and how the word can be used applied to different situations. Pupils 

are rewarded for using tier two and tier three words in their speech and their writing.    

Impact   

The impact and measure of our curriculum is the extent our children acquire the 

skills, knowledge, vocabulary, confidence and enthusiasm for words, oral activities 

and performing.    

Opportunities for drama, debate, discussion and public speaking arise both within 

and outside of the classroom, and these include annual productions for KS1 and 

Year 6. The impact of this work not only provides our children with the confidence, 

skills and knowledge to communicate effectively with others in different situations, 

but provides a vehicle for effective thinking, reasoning and problem solving.   

The focus on language and vocabulary means we are a language rich school, one 

that actively seeks to tackle differences in cultural capital so that all our pupils have 

the knowledge and linguistic skills they need to prepare them for future success.   

The English Subject Leader will review the impact of the English curriculum at least 

once a term, reporting findings and any recommendations to SLT.    

   

For further information about curriculum procedures and processes, please see our 

Curriculum Policy.   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

EYFS   
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Curriculum planning is based on child-initiated learning. Through exploration, play 

and teacher led activities, our pupils engage in role play and explore their 

environment. As part of this they are encouraged to express their own ideas, 

thoughts and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, 

role-play, and design and technology. Vocabulary development is explored and 

developed through teacher interaction, story time and play, including role play.   

   

Our teaching gives children opportunities to experience a rich language environment; 

to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves, and to speak and 

listen in a range of situations - to each other, their teacher and their parents.    

The following are some of the main stages of development that form the 

roots for the development of the speaking, listening and vocabulary 

curriculum in Key Stage One and Key Stage Two. Teachers consider 

each child’s stage of development, observing what he / she can do and 

then consider ways to support the child to strengthen and deepen their 

current learning and development. In general terms, this can be seen to 

be the basis of the curriculum in Nursery (birth to 3 years), F1 (3 and 4 

year olds) and F2 (Reception) – but as children develop at different 

rates and times, in practice, the curriculum and teaching is adapted to 

suit individuals.    

   

Birth to three - babies, toddlers and young children will be learning to:  

  

Turn towards familiar sounds. They are also startled by loud noises and 

accurately locate the source of a familiar person’s voice, such as their key person 

or a parent.  

Gaze at faces, copying facial expressions and movements like sticking out 

their tongue. Make eye contact for longer periods. Watch someone’s face 

as they talk.  

Copy what adults do, taking ‘turns’ in conversations (through babbling) and 

activities. Try to copy adult speech and lip movements.  

Enjoy singing, music and toys that make sounds.  

Recognise and are calmed by a familiar and friendly voice.  

Listen and respond to a simple instruction.  

Make sounds to get attention in different ways (for example, crying when 

hungry or unhappy, making gurgling sounds, laughing, cooing or babbling).  

Babble, using sounds like ‘ba-ba’, ‘mamama’.  

Use gestures like waving and pointing to communicate.  

Reach or point to something they want while making sounds.  

Copy your gestures and words  

Constantly babble and use single words during play.  

Use intonation, pitch and changing volume when ‘talking’.  

Understand single words in context – ‘cup’, ‘milk’, ‘daddy’.  

Understand frequently used words such as ‘all gone’, ‘no’ and ‘bye-bye’.  
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Understand simple instructions like “give to nanny” or “stop”. Recognise 

and point to objects if asked about them.  

Generally focus on an activity of their own choice and find it difficult to be directed 

by an adult.  

Listen to other people’s talk with interest, but can easily be distracted by other 

things.   

Make themselves understood, and can become frustrated when they can’t.  

Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well as actions. Start 

to develop conversation, often jumping from topic to topic.  

Develop pretend play: ‘putting the baby to sleep’ or ‘driving the car to the shops’.  

Use the speech sounds p, b, m, w.  

Pronounce:  

- l/r/w/y  

- f/th  

- s/sh/ch/dz/j  

ulti-syllabic words such as ‘banana’ and ‘computer’  

Listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, with the help of 

the pictures  

Identify familiar objects and properties for practitioners when they are 

described: for example: ‘Katie’s coat’, ‘blue car’, ‘shiny apple’. Understand 

and act on longer sentences like ‘make teddy jump’ or ‘find your coat’.  

Understand simple questions about ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ (but generally 

not ‘why’).  

  

   

3 & 4-year-olds will be learning to:  

  

Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.  

Pay attention to more than one thing at a time, which can be difficult Use 

a wider range of vocabulary.  

Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as: “Get your coat 

and wait at the door”.  

Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”  

Sing a large repertoire of songs.  

Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell 

a long story.  

Develop their communication, but may continue to have problems with 

irregular tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’, ‘swimmed’ for ‘swam’.  

Develop their pronunciation but may have problems saying: - 

some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh  

- multi-syllabic words such as ‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium’ or  

‘hippopotamus’.  

Use longer sentences of four to six words.  

Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an 

adult or a friend, using words as well as actions.  

Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns.  
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Use talk to organise themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there... 

I’ll be the driver.”  

   

Children in reception will be learning to:  

   

Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and 

responses  

Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important.  

Learn new vocabulary.  

Use new vocabulary through the day.  

Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to 

them.  

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. 

Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives 

Describe events in some detail.  

Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities, and to  

explain how things work and why they might happen 

Develop social phrases Engage in storytimes.  

Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding  

Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as 

exact repetition and some in their own words.  

Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound.  

Learn rhymes, poems and songs.  

Engage in non-fiction books.  

Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new 

knowledge and vocabulary  

    

  

   

Early Learning Goals   

Children listen attentively in a range of situations. They listen to stories, accurately 

anticipating key events and respond to what they hear with relevant comments, 

questions or actions. They give their attention to what others say and respond 

appropriately, while engaged in another activity.   

   

Children follow instructions involving several ideas or actions. They answer ‘how’ and 

‘why’ questions about their experiences and in response to stories or events.   

Children express themselves effectively, showing awareness of listeners’ needs. 

They use past, present and future forms accurately when talking about events that 

have happened or are to happen in the future. They develop their own narratives and 

explanations by connecting ideas or events.   

Children represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through role play and 

stories 
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Year One   

   

Speaking and Listening   
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Talk about learning with their teacher.   

   

Take part in a simple discussion, and 
with support, consider the opinions of 
others.   
   

Use language with a developing 
awareness of correct grammatical 
structures.    
   

Take part role play, trying out 
language you have learnt.   
   

Speak in front of the class   

   

Say aloud what you are going to write 
and orally compose a sentence 
before you write it.   
   

Recall and join in with stories, varying 
intonation, tone, volume and action.   
   

Read your writing aloud.   

   

   

  

Vocabulary:  correct grammar, 

clear, loud   

Outcome   

Active participation in a range of oral 

activities   
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Year Two   

Speaking and Listening   

Talk about learning with your teacher or 
your peers   
   

Take part in a discussion and consider 
the opinions of others.   
   

Use language with an awareness of 
correct grammatical structures.    
   

Take part role play, trying out language 
you have learnt.   
   

Remember lines and perform to an 
audience, so lines can be heard clearly.   
   

Speak in front of the class, maintaining 
focus   
   

Say aloud what you are going to write 
and orally compose a series of sentences 
before you write them.   
   

Recall stories and lead the re-telling, 
varying intonation, tone and volume   
   

Read your writing aloud so that is can be 
clearly heard by the class.   
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Vocabulary:  correct grammar, clear, 

loud, project, audience   

Outcome   

Active participation in a range of oral 

activities   

   

    
   
   
   

Year Three   

Speaking and Listening   
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Discuss learning and develop ideas and 
thoughts through discussion.   
   

Use language in a greater variety of 
situations, for a variety of audiences and 
purposes.   
   

Take part in drama / role play, effectively 
developing character.   
   

Make a short, formal presentation to the 
class.   
   

Prepare effectively and take part in 
debate, conveying ideas clearly and 
articulately.   
   

Prepare and read aloud to the class, 
showing understanding through 
intonation, tone and volume.   
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Vocabulary:  debate, opinion, drama, role 

play, character, discussion, presentation   

Outcome   

Active participation in a range of oral 

activities   

   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 

 

   
   
   
   

Year Four   

Speaking and Listening   
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Discuss learning and develop ideas and 
thoughts through discussion, making 
changes in light of discussions.   
   

Use language with increasing control and 
confidence in a greater variety of 
situations, for a variety of audiences and 
purposes.   
   

Interact with others in drama / role play, 
effectively taking on a character.   
   

Make a clear coherent formal 
presentation to the class.   
   

Prepare effectively and take part in 
debate, conveying ideas clearly and 
articulately, following the rules for a   
successful debate   

   

Prepare and read aloud, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone, 
volume and action.   
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Vocabulary:  debate, opinion, drama, 

role play, character, discussion, 

presentation   

 

Outcome   

Active participation in a range of oral 

activities   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 

Speaking and Listening  
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Discuss learning and refine ideas and 
thoughts, in response to comments 
made by others as part of group 
discussion / challenge.   
   

Use language, including age appropriate 
technical language with increasing 
control and confidence in a greater 
variety of situations, for a variety of 
audiences and purposes.   
   

Confidently interact with other in drama / 
role play, effectively taking on a 
character, showing a growing awareness 
of audience.   
   

Make a clear coherent formal 
presentation to the class, showing a 
developing awareness of audience and 
a clear sense of purpose.   
   

Prepare effectively and take part in 
debate, conveying ideas clearly and 
articulately, and responding to the views 
of others with courtesy.   
   

Read aloud with control of intonation, 
tone, volume and action, showing a 
developing awareness of audience.    
   

    

Vocabulary:  technical, awareness of 

audience, courtesy, rules of debate   
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Outcome   

Active, responsive participation in a 

range of oral activities, showing a 

developing awareness of audience   

   

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

Year Six   

Speaking and Listening 

 



‘Let your light shine’   
   

Discuss learning; build and refine ideas in 
response to comments made by others as 
part of group discussion / challenge. Be 
able to make notes as required.   
   

Use language, including age appropriate 
technical language with increasing control 
and confidence in a greater variety of 
situations, for a variety of audiences and 
purposes.   
   

Confidently interact with others in drama   

/ role play, effectively taking on a 
character, showing a good awareness of 
audience through performance.   
   

Make an engaging coherent presentation 
to the class, showing a clear awareness 
of audience and purpose, and a mastery 
of language.   
   

Prepare effectively and take part in 
debate, conveying and justifying ideas 
clearly and articulately. Be able to 
maintain focus; effectively and 
appropriately challenging the views of 
others.   
   

Performance read with control and an 
effective use of voice and language, and a 
good awareness of audience.    
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Vocabulary:  technical, awareness of 

audience, courtesy, rules of debate, justify  

Outcome   
Active, responsive participation in a range of 

oral  activities,  showing  a 

 developing awareness of audience   

   

   


