
 

 

 

 

LAMBOURN C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL  

MUSIC CURRICULUM  

 

 

 

 

Intent   

Through a structured programme our pupils learn about different well-known genres of music and have a developing knowledge and 

musical ‘ear’ for the elements of music: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and structure. Our pupils learn to use both 

pictorial and staff notation.  

  

We aim to engage and inspire pupils so they develop a love for listening to music, as well as performing, improvising and composing 

pieces of music. We teach our pupils performance skills. They are taught to sing, play and perform with expression, working together as 

part of a group, or on their own. They are taught how to practise, review and perform, in order to gain a sense of achievement and an 

understanding of excellence.  They listen to at least one high quality live performance during the school year to aid their appreciation of 

live music. 

 

Implementation  

Our curriculum is based on the National Curriculum and the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, 2021. We 

introduce our children to a range of genres, styles, traditions and periods in time, including the works of great composers and musicians. 

They have opportunities to appreciate both live and recorded music. They use technology to listen to, explore and record sounds. Our 

pupils learn to play the glockenspiel, alongside a range of other percussion instruments, which they learn to master by following our 

developmental programme of study. Our pupils perform to a variety of audiences, both informally and formally: to each other, their parents 

and to wider concert audiences.   

  

EYFS  



 

Our curriculum is based on the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage document, Department for Education, 2021. 

We use the supporting guidance: Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), Department for Education, 2021 and 

Birth to Five Matters, Early Education, 2021 to support our planning.  Children learn to make sense of the world in their own way through 

play and first-hand experiences. Some aspects of the Key Stage One and Key Stage Two (Y1-Y6) music curriculum have their roots in 

the EYFS learning experiences and are reflected in this interrelated curriculum, but most notably in: ‘Expressive Arts and Design’.   

  

Y1 – Y6  

In our curriculum plans below we have outlined the progression of knowledge and skills. Key skills and knowledge are revisited, 

developed and embedded in order to secure a mastery of skills, concepts and understanding. Key vocabulary that we want the children to 

be able to learn and use independently are recorded in bold. Vocabulary, introduced as part of the enquiry is in light type.  

 

Through our curriculum we have identified key themes / concepts that are assessed and revisited over time. These include: 

 

pulse, pitch, dynamics, rhythm, tempo, timbre, texture, structure, performance, create music (compose / improvise), 

instruments, notation, genre 

  

Music is taught throughout the year in units of learning which are mapped onto long term plans. In order to maximize the potential of our 

children’s learning experiences, these units are taught for a concentrated period of time. Each unit is introduced through an enquiry 

question. Resources, both pictorial and linguistic, form part of the learning wall display. These both introduce and help to embed the 

learning.  

  

Although we teach Music as a specific subject area, with a clear intention of developing our pupils’ skills, knowledge and experiences 

through our music curriculum, we also recognize the links with other subject areas, in particular History, Geography, Computing, PSHE 

and PE which are then used to embed and enrich understanding. Teachers have considered this when mapping areas of learning across 

the year. For example, the Battle of Britain unit (in history) and the unit on war anthems (in music) are mapped together so they mutually 

enhance and support the pupils’ learning.  

  

In our PSHE curriculum, we teach our children about the importance of inclusion, teamwork and respect for others. Our vulnerable 

learners, including our Pupil Premium and SEND pupils, are supported through this work and the collaboration of making music together. 

Specific needs-based support is provided, if appropriate, for individuals. This can include additional adult support, both prior to, and within 

the lesson. Extension opportunities are available to pupils both as part of the learning and performance experiences.   

  

We use a scheme, Charanga, as a resource for teaching some of our units of work. Professional music tutors come into school to teach 

our children to play instruments. We have a range of instruments, tuned and untuned, that are used throughout our music curriculum. In 



 

addition, in order to secure more in-depth skills, our children are taught to sing and play the glockenspiel from Y2 – Y6. This supports the 

keyboard work the children encounter at KS3. 

 

In addition to our core music curriculum as described above, our pupils also can choose to be part of the school choir. The choir is well 

attended, and it offers pupils another opportunity to extend their vocal skills and perform to a wider audience, including joining with other 

choirs from schools across the country at larger venues.  

  

 

Impact  

The impact and measure of our curriculum is the extent our children acquire the skills, knowledge, vocabulary and enthusiasm for music. 

We aim for our pupils to show high aspirations, creativity, and a lifelong engagement with performance and the creative arts.  

 

Each classroom has an enquiry learning wall that displays key vocabulary, pictures and photographs to support the children’s learning. In 

addition, we have celebration walls where we display and celebrate quality learning. Teachers use multi-media practice, and individual 

support techniques such as pre-teach, to break down barriers, and address any cultural capital gaps, enabling all pupils to more readily 

access learning. 

 

There is an assessment as part of each enquiry question. Essentially a creative, practical subject, these assessments can be 

performances, improvisations, quizzes or evaluations. Pupils’ learning, voice and photos are recorded in floor books at the end of each 

unit, as a way of celebrating the pupils’ achievements.  

 

The Music Subject Leader reviews the impact of the curriculum at least once a term, reporting their findings and any 

recommendations to SLT.   

  

For further information about curriculum procedures and processes, please see our Curriculum Policy.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

EYFS 

  

We teach our children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials; we help our children to share their thoughts, ideas 

and feelings through a variety of activities. Our pupils sing songs, make music and dance, and represent their own ideas, thoughts and 

feelings through sound. There are opportunities for the pupils to participate in performances to each other, their teacher and their parents. 

This includes practising and performing with pupils in Y1 and Y2.  

The following are some of the main stages for development that inform the EYFS curriculum and form the roots for the 

development of the arts curriculum in Key Stage One and Key Stage Two. Teachers consider each child’s stage of 

development, observing what they can do and then consider ways to support the child to strengthen and deepen their current 

learning and development.  

Birth to three - babies, toddlers and young children will be learning to: 

Show attention to sounds and music. 

Respond emotionally and physically to music when it changes. 

Move and dance to music. 

Anticipate phrases and actions in rhymes and songs, like ‘Peepo’. 

Explore their voices and enjoy making sounds. 

Join in with songs and rhymes, making some sounds. 

Make rhythmical and repetitive sounds. 

Explore a range of sound-makers and instruments and play them in different ways. 

Enjoy and take part in action songs, such as ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’. 

 

3 & 4-year-olds will be learning to: 

Listen with increased attention to sounds. 

Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings. 

Remember and sing entire songs. 

Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’). 

Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs. 

Create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know. 

Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas. 

 

 

Children in Reception will be learning to: 

Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses. 



 

Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses 

Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. 

Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 

  

Early Learning Goal   

Children sing songs, make music and dance, and experiment with ways of changing them.   

Children represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings through music and dance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Year One 
  

Listening and Music Appreciation Voice Instruments and Improvisation 

 

Charanga: Hey You! (Listen and 

Appraise; Games, Rap Song) 

 
Know the term pulse. Be introduced to 
rhythm and pitch; understand how they 
impact on music.  
  

Have some understanding of hip hop.  

  

Find and keep the pulse.  

  

Use voices expressively and creatively 
to speak / sing chants and rhymes 
(rapping).  

Nativity  

 
 
Sing and participate as part of a unified 
group; be able to perform appropriately 
in front of an audience (singing, dancing. 
acting). 
 
Have an understanding, and show a 
sense of, dynamics.  
 

 
 

 

 

Exploration of Percussion  

Instruments  

 
Name and identify common percussion 
instruments; know how to hold and play 
the instruments appropriately. 
 

Copy the beat; 
copy simple 
rhythms.  

  

Use percussion 

instruments in 

order to keep the 

beat in time with 

music.  

 

Use percussion instruments, body 

rhythms and voice to experiment, create 

and combine sounds in time with the 

beat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key concept: pulse 
 

Key concepts: dynamics, 

performance 

Key concepts: improvise, rhythm, 

percussion, pulse 



 

Vocabulary: pulse, beat, rhythm, pitch, 

high, low, hip hop  

Vocabulary: loud, quiet, dynamics 

perform, audience,  

Vocabulary: tambourine, triangle, 

drum, woodblock, bells, guiro, 

improvise, note, pulse, beat 

Impact assessment 

Learn a chosen nursery rhyme and 

repeat it, with attention to pulse 

Impact assessment  

Perform with a sense of audience and 

dynamics. 

  

Impact assessment 

Play a range of instruments correctly.  

 

Quiz: match the instrument to the name 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year Two 
 

Listening and Music Appreciation  Voice  Instruments and Composition 

Charanga: Zootime (Listen and  

Appraise; Games)  
 
Know the origins of reggae and 
understand the basic features of the 
reggae genre in comparison to hip 
hop. 
 

 

  

Know and understand the terms:  
pulse, rhythm, pitch, texture, tempo 
and dynamics.  
 

Explore body percussion and use it to 
scaffold basic composition skills. 
  

 

Nativity  

 
 
Sing expressively, in unison. 
 
Have an understanding and show a 
sense of: pitch, tempo and dynamics.  
  

Perform appropriately, with a sense of 
audience.    
  

  

 

 

 

 

Charanga: I Wanna Play in a Band  

(Play Your Instrument)  

 
Use your ‘ear’ 

and follow music 

notation in order 

to play a simple  

accompaniment 
on the 
glockenspiel, in 
time with the beat of the music.  
 
Understand the difference between 
improvisation and composition. 
Improvise a response on a percussion 
instrument (using Charanga, Wanna 
Play in a Band, improvisation unit) 

 

Compose and 

(pictorially) notate a 

short rhythmic 

phrase; be able to 

use this to 

accompany a piece of music, keeping to 

the beat. 

 

 

Key concepts: pulse, rhythm, genre 

 

Key concepts: performance, pitch, 

tempo, dynamics 

 

Key concepts: pulse, rhythm, 

compose, improvise, texture 



 

Vocabulary: pulse, beat, rhythm, pitch, 

high, low, fast, slow, tempo, loud, quiet, 

dynamics, reggae 

Vocabulary: loud, quiet, fast slow, high 

low, perform, audience, rehearsal, 

practise  

 

 

Vocabulary: glockenspiel, 

accompaniment, improvise, compose, 

notation, tambourine, tambour, 

triangle, drum, woodblock, bells 

Impact assessment 
Keep an accurate beat when responding 
to the music. 
  

Impact assessment 

Perform in the Christmas nativity, with a 

clear sense of audience. Have control of 

the dynamics, pitch and tempo in the 

performance. 

Impact assessment:  

Keep to the beat when performing and 

composing: an ensemble performance of 

a tuned accompaniment to a piece of 

music; a simple improvisation and a 

simple composition 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year Three 
 

Instruments Composition / Improvisation Voice and Music Appreciation 

Charanga: Glockenspiel 1 
(Portsmouth)  
 
Follow staff music notation in order to 
play an accompaniment on the 
glockenspiel with increasing control and 
accuracy, using a restricted range of 
notes (DEF).  
  

Use your ‘ear’ in order to follow musical 
cues.   
  

Know the principles of staff notation.  

  

Know the features military music.  

  

  
 

 

 

 

Composing (follow up to Portsmouth) 
 
 
Analyse the features, including the 
structure, of American military question 
and answer chants / songs.  
 

Use this as inspiration to compose own 
military style question and answer chant 
(vocally and / or instrumentally), showing 
an awareness of the beat. Understand 
the difference between improvisation 
and composition.  
  

Record the composition (on paper) by 

note name and / or pictorial notation. 

Perform, showing control over rhythm, 

pitch and beat. 

 

 

Charanga: Let Your Spirit Fly (Learn 
to sing and perform the song)  
 
Know the importance of warm up  

exercises (vocal health)  

  

Sing in two parts (second part a drone) 
as part of an ensemble, keeping in tune 
and in time.  
 

 
 

Listen to other R&B music and develop 
an appreciation of the development and 
characteristics of R&B 
 
 
 

Key concepts: texture 

(accompaniment), pitch, tempo, genre 

Key concepts: structure, pitch, pulse, 

rhythm, 

Key concepts: texture, pitch, tempo, 

performance, genre 



 

Vocabulary: D, E, F, beat, notation, 

pulse, tempo, accompaniment, staff, 

glockenspiel, military music 

Vocabulary: improvise, pulse, beat, 
compose, notation, notate, question 
and answer, chant  

  

Vocabulary: ensemble, harmony, 
unison, tempo (fast, slow), dynamics 
(gradations of volume), pitch (high, low), 
texture (solo, ensemble, unison, 
harmony, backing group, lead singer), 
timbre (harsh, soft), structure (verse, 
chorus) 

Impact assessment 

Ensemble glockenspiel performance of a 

tuned accompaniment to a piece of 

music, accurately following staff notation 

and the tempo of the music; short 

evaluation of performance using musical 

terms (floor book) 

Impact assessment 

A question and answer composition that 

is performed with control over pitch, beat 

and rhythm. 

 

A short evaluation of work using musical 

terms (floor book) 

Impact assessment 

A song performance, showing control of 

the tempo and pitch when singing in 

harmony 

 

A short evaluation of the performance 

using musical terms (floor book). 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 



 

Year Four 
  

Instruments and Improvisation Voice Listening and Music Appreciation 

Peripatetic glockenspiel lessons from 

West Berks Maestros 

 

Follow staff music notation in order to 

sustain a longer accompaniment on the 

glockenspiel with increasing control and 

accuracy and by observing more 

complex rests.  

  

Use your ‘ear’ in order to follow musical 
cues and play a short piece of music on 
the glockenspiel 
 

Be secure in the principles of staff 
notation.  
   

Know the difference between 
improvisation and composition. Use the 
glockenspiel to create a simple 
improvisation. 

 

Charanga: Lean on Me (Learn to sing 

and perform the song)  

 
Know the importance of warm up 
exercises (vocal health) and be able to 
exercise effectively.  
  

Sing in unison and two parts and have 
solo performances, keeping in tune and 
in time.  
  

    
 

Listen to other soul music and develop 
an appreciation of the development and 
characteristics of soul music as well as 
links with R&B. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter and the Wolf (Prokofiev)  

 
 
Know the main features of an orchestra; 
know some of the names of orchestral 
instruments.  
  

Respond to ‘Peter and the Wolf’; 
describe the music using technical 
vocabulary, including the names of the 
key instruments.  
  

 
 

 

  

 

Key concepts: pitch, rhythm, tempo 

improvise / compose 

Key concepts: performance, texture 

(unison and harmony), pitch, tempo, 

dynamics, genre 

Key concepts: texture, pitch, timbre, 

instruments of the orchestra, genre 

 



 

Vocabulary: rests,  

staff, improvise, compose, notation, 
notate, rhythm, accompaniment, 
tempo 

Vocabulary: ensemble, harmony, 

unison, solo, tempo (fast, slow), 

rhythm, dynamics (gradations of 

volume), pitch (high, low), texture (solo, 

ensemble, unison, harmony), structure 

(verse, chorus) 

Vocabulary: orchestra, conductor, 

classical, timbre, pitch, (high, low), 

dynamics, (loud, quiet), orchestral 

instruments featured in Peter and the 

Wolf and their sections: strings (violin, 

viola, double bass, cello), woodwind 

(flute, clarinet, oboe, bassoon), brass 

(trumpets, French horn , trombone), 

percussion (timpani, cymbals, bass 

drum, snare drum). 

Impact assessment 

Ensemble performance of a tuned 

accompaniment to a piece of music, in 

which rests, rhythms, tempo and notes 

are carefully and accurately observed. 

Impact assessment 

A song performance in two parts, 

controlling pitch, tempo, rhythm and 

dynamics 

Impact assessment  

A written piece describing each 

character using music vocabulary. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

Year Five 
  

Composition and Music Appreciation 

 

Voice Instruments 

The Planets: Orchestral Suite by 

Gustav Holst 

 
Listen to selected parts of Holst’s ‘The 
Planets; describe the music using music 
vocabulary, comparing a couple of the 
planets. Understand the historical 
context. 

Create a class composition (with pictorial 
notation) using a selection of percussion 
instruments, body percussion and 
glockenspiels to represent different 
aspects of Earth, effectively using the 
different elements of music.  
  

Perform the composition to an audience, 

listening to each other and working as an 

effective team.  

Partner Songs (e.g. Swing Low, Oh  

When the Saints) / rounds  

 
Understand the importance of warm up 
exercises (vocal health) and be able to 
independently exercise effectively.  
  

Sing completely in harmony as part of 
an ensemble, keeping in tune and in 
time. Sing a solo section. 

  

Use your 
voice 
expressively, 
with a strong 
sense of 
audience and  
entertainment  

  

Note:  

Alternatively, 

take 

supporting 

part in end of 

Y6 production  

 

 

Charanga: Dancing in the Street 

 
 
Perform a two-part accompaniment and 
be able to play a solo piece on the 
glockenspiel with increasing control and 
accuracy. 
 
Use your ‘ear’ in order to follow musical 
cues, working in two parts.  
  

Have an understanding of the main 
features and development of Motown.  
 

 
 

 

 

Key concepts: pitch, dynamics, 

rhythm, timbre, texture, structure, 

genre 

Key concepts: performance, texture 

(harmony, solo), pitch, tempo, 

dynamics 

Key concepts: pitch, texture 

(harmony, solo), rhythm, tempo, genre 

 



 

Vocabulary: compose, pictorial 
notation, team, rehearse, timbre, pitch, 
dynamics, rhythm, structure 
  

Vocabulary: ensemble, harmony, 

unison, partner song, round,  tempo, 

rhythm, dynamics (gradations of 

volume), pitch, texture (solo, 

ensemble, unison, harmony 

Vocabulary: accompaniment, harmony, 

solo, Motown  

Impact assessment 

A written evaluation of the composition, 

using musical vocabulary. 

Impact assessment  

An ensemble performance in two parts 

and as a solo, controlling pitch, tempo, 

rhythm and dynamics. 

 

A short evaluation of the performance 

using musical terms (floor book). 

Impact assessment 

An ensemble performance in two parts 

and as a solo, showing control of pitch, 

tempo, rhythm and dynamics.  

 

A short evaluation of the performance 

using musical terms (floor book). 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

 



 

Year Six 
 

Instruments Listening  

Composition / Improvisation 

Voice 

Charanga: You’ve Got a Friend  

 
Perform a two-part accompaniment on 
the glockenspiel with increasing control 
and accuracy, using the full heptatonic 
scale.  
  

Use your ‘ear’ in order to follow more 
complex musical cues, working in two 
parts  
  

Know the main features of ballads and 

compare them to other musical genres 

discussed and appraised in previous 

years. 

 

Listening 

 
Listen to ‘Battle Of Britain Theme’ - Ron 
Goodwin & Sir William Walton. Compare 
with other soundtracks to identify key 
themes and describe the music, using 
key vocabulary. 
 

Composing   

Compose a short composition using IT 
(e.g. Garage Band) to reflect the 
characteristics of war / soundtrack 
music.  
  

Evaluate own composition against the 
identified criteria.  

 

End of Year Production  

 

Use voices expressively:  

• with a strong sense of the 
elements of music.  

• with a strong sense of audience 
and entertainment  

• in different sized performance 
groups.  

• sing a solo performance 
  

  
  

Key concepts: pitch, rhythm, tempo, 

genre. texture (harmony) 

 

Key concepts: pitch, dynamics, 

tempo, timbre, texture, genre 

 

Key concepts: pitch, dynamics, 

tempo, performance 

 



 

Vocabulary: names of notes, two-part, 

accompaniment, heptatonic scale, 

ballad  

Vocabulary: compose, notate, 

features, audio files, musical 

elements, melody, pitch, dynamics, 

tempo 

  

Vocabulary: project, stage directions, 

solo, ensemble, audience, rehearsal, 

practise 

Impact assessment   

An ensemble performance in two parts 

and as a solo, showing control of pitch, 

tempo, rhythm and dynamics. 

 

Evaluation of own performance, using 

musical vocabulary. 

Impact assessment  

A written evaluation of own composition, 

using musical vocabulary. 

Impact assessment 

End of year performance, showing a 

good awareness of audience and a 

control of the elements of music.  

  

  

  

  

  

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Key Stage Three 

 
Pupils should build on their previous knowledge and skills through performing, composing and listening. They should develop their vocal 
and/or instrumental fluency, accuracy and expressiveness; and understand musical structures, styles, genres and traditions, identifying the 
expressive use of musical dimensions. They should listen with increasing discrimination and awareness to inform their practice as 
musicians. They should use technologies appropriately and appreciate and understand a wide range of musical contexts and styles. Pupils 
should be taught to: 

 play and perform confidently in a range of solo and ensemble contexts using their voice, playing instruments musically, fluently and 
with accuracy and expression 

 improvise and compose; and extend and develop musical ideas by drawing on a range of musical structures, styles, genres and 
traditions 

 use staff and other relevant notations appropriately and accurately in a range of musical styles, genres and traditions 

 identify and use the inter-related dimensions of music expressively and with increasing sophistication, including use of tonalities, 
different types of scales and other musical devices 

 listen with increasing discrimination to a wide range of music from great composers and musicians 

 develop a deepening understanding of the music that they perform and to which they listen, and its history. 


