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LAMBOURN C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL 
HISTORY CURRICULUM 

 

 

Intent 

We aim to provide a high-quality and engaging history education that will equip our pupils to become independent, skilled and reflective thinkers. 

Through exploration and investigation activities, we develop our children’s creative and problem-solving skills so they are able to adapt and 

develop a life-long fascination with history.   

Implementation 

 

EYFS 

Curriculum planning is based on child-initiated and teacher led learning, rather than subject specific areas; learning is experiential and holistic. 

Our curriculum is based on the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage document, Department for Education, 2021, and the 

supporting guidance: Development Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), Department for Education, 2020.  Children learn to 

make sense of the world in their own way through play and first-hand experiences. Some aspects of the Key Stage One and Key Stage Two 

(Y1-Y6) history curriculum have their roots in a range of goals across this interrelated curriculum, but most notably those in ‘Understanding the 

World’.   

 

Y1 – Y6 

Our history teaching and learning is based on the National Curriculum. Using this framework as a guide we have planned the details of the 

curriculum The whole school history curriculum plans show a clear, logical progression of both knowledge and skills. 

 

Through our curriculum we have identified key concepts that are revisited over time, securing our children’s understanding of historical 

concepts. These include: 

 

investigation & interpretation, change & significance, perceptive (bias and objectivity), chronology, invasion, travel,  lifestyle, religion 

 

By revisiting these we aim to secure a strong web of understanding as our children recall and make links over time. We teach our pupils to 

develop historical skills: to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. 
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Throughout our curriculum we reinforce the children’s understanding of chronology as well as the key cultures and events from pre-historic times 

to the present day that have helped to shape our lives today. 

 

In our curriculum plans below we have outlined the progression of knowledge and skills. Key skills and knowledge are revisited, developed and 

embedded in order to secure a mastery of skills, concepts and understanding. Key vocabulary that we want the children to be able to learn and 

use independently are recorded in bold. Vocabulary, introduced, rather than embedded, as part of the enquiry is in light type. 

 

Each history unit, mapped out in the long-term plans, is studied in-depth for a concentrated amount of time in order to maximise the potential of 

the learning experiences.  Where clearly relevant, history will be linked to other curriculum areas (e.g. Geography), to enrich and extend 

children’s understanding of the curriculum. Year groups have carefully considered and maximized these links in their long-term plans.  

 

At the start of each enquiry, the teacher revises and reinforces previous learning to further chronological and conceptual understanding. Then 

the new history unit is explored through an enquiry question. The teacher will introduce photographs, vocabulary and artefacts so that all pupils, 

whatever their background or cultural capital, have a secure baseline from which to move forward in their learning. 

 

Each enquiry is supported by a display with photographs, vocabulary, diagrams etc. to help pupils visualise and contextualise the learning. It is 

also used as a point of reference. 

 

The history curriculum is fully resourced with careful consideration to a wide range of primary and secondary resources and where possible, 

ways to make links the local area and community. This supports the learning and enables the subject of history to be relevant and accessible to 

all students. Local visits and visitors are included to further engage and extend the children’s understanding and help to develop their sense of 

self and a pride and knowledge about the community to which they belong.   

 

Careful consideration is given during history lessons for additional needs-based support for vulnerable learners, Pupil Premium children and 

other pupils with specific needs. This includes the use of written, visual and oral scaffolding as well as pre-teach activities or additional adult 

support. Extension activities are provided as part of the lesson, as appropriate. As the content of the history unit can also be used as part of the 

Reading Curriculum, this provides opportunities for extension learning and deepening understanding. 

 

Impact 

 

The impact and measure of our curriculum is the extent our children acquire knowledge, skills and vocabulary over time. Each historical enquiry 

has an impact assessment activity that will assess the pupils’ deepening understanding of key learning. This could be a summative answer to 

the enquiry question, a quiz, a comparison table etc. 
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The History Subject Leader reviews the impact of the curriculum at least once a seasonal term, reporting findings and any 

recommendations to SLT.  

 

For further information about curriculum procedures and processes, please see our Curriculum Policy. 
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EYFS 
Through exploration, play and teacher led activities; our pupils discover how our environment may have changed over their lifetime and the life 

time of their families. We guide our children to make sense of their physical world and their community through providing opportunities for them 

to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.   

 

The following are some of the main stages for development that form the roots for the development of the history curriculum in Key 

Stage One and Key Stage Two. Teachers consider each child’s stage of development, observing what he / she can do and then 

consider ways to support the child to strengthen and deepen their current learning and development.  

 

3 & 4-year-olds will be learning to: 

 

Begin to make sense of their own life story and family’s history. 

 

 

Children in reception will be learning to: 

 

Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. 

 

Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 

 

Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

 

Talk about members of their immediate family and community. 

 

 

F2 Early Learning Goal 

Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know about similarities and 
differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions 
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Year One 

 

Events beyond living memory 

Overview of invasion transport 

 
Introduction to: the Roman Empire, the Vikings, the Normans 
in KS2  

 

Significant historical events, people and 
places in own locality 

Local early transport: coach roads and highway 
men, including Timothy Gibbons  

(local Robin Hood) 
 

Introduction to: local history in Y6 

Events beyond living memory 
Development of the canals 

Know that Britain was invaded and know the 
transport features associated with these 
events (people and horse powered), including 
Roman chariots/roads, Vikings long ships, 
Norman boats.  

 

Ask and answers questions about the different 
forms of transport, looking at similarities and 
differences between then and now as well as 
the different invaders.  
 

Gather information from range of pictures, 
artefacts: Bayeux tapestry, pottery etc.  
 
Make a class timeline; oral and visual 

representations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have an understanding of the time period of 
coach travel and how roads were different then to 
now.  

 

 
Ask and answer questions about how people 
travelled before the invention of trains and cars.  
 

Know the key features of the practices of 
highwaymen.   
 

Use ancient maps to locate coach roads.  
 

Key concept: travel, , investigation and 

interpretation, chronology 

Understand the significance of the 
development of the canals and the impact 
this had on trade. Understand that trains 
superseded them. 

 
 

Ask and answers questions about the 
Kennet and Avon Canal.  
 

Know the key features of canals and canal 
life (visit to canal)  
 
Create a timeline showing key dates. 
 
 

Key concepts: chronology, travel, 

change & significance 
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Key concepts:  travel, invasion, 

investigation and interpretation, 

chronology 

Vocabulary: history, past, present, time-

lines, year, long ago, chariots, roads, long 

ships, invade, transport, same, different, 

travel 

Vocabulary: then and now, past, present, 
coaches, highway men/man, long ago, recently, 
highway, coach, travel, 
 

Vocabulary: canal, lock, towpath, coal, 
stone, same, different, past, present, 
trade, lifestyle, goods, impact, change 

 

Impact assessment:  

Multiple choice, picture-based quiz showing 

different periods of transport. 

 

 

Impact assessment: 

Create a simple comparison chart of old and new 
road transport. 
 

 
 

 

Impact assessment: 

Say how canals changed the way goods 

moved around, compared to stagecoaches 

and roads. 
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Year Two 

 

Significant historical events, people and 
places in own locality: 

The growth of the Lambourn’s transport links 

and the racing community 

 
Introduction to:  Local history in Y6 

The Lives of Significant People:  

The Wright Brothers 

Changes within living memory: 
Development of space transport 

 

Understand the change that the railways 
(Brunel and GWR) imposed on the 
development of the local area.  

 
Use local sources to ask and answer 
questions about the development of Lambourn 
and the impact of the train (trip to steam train). 
 
Understand the chronology behind the 
development of the Lambourn train line. 
 

Use maps, photographs, first-hand 
accounts to develop an understanding of 
the growth of the racing community and 
railways in the village. 
 

Understand the time-line behind the 
development of the aeroplane and the impact 
of these individuals on international events.  
 

To ask and answer questions about the Wright 
brothers: who they were, why they are 
remembered and their impact on the history of 
transport.  
 

To gather information from: photographs, 

videos, first-hand accounts.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand the development of the rocket and 

space travel. Know key events related to 

space travel. 

 

To ask and answer questions about the past. 
Investigate why things happened, and impact 
of this then and possibly for the future.  

 

To gather information from photographs, 
videos, first-hand accounts, non-fiction books. 
(JFK’s speech)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key concepts: travel, chronology change & 

significance, investigation and 

interpretation, 
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Key concepts: chronology, travel, 

investigation and interpretation, change & 

significance 

Key concepts: chronology, change & 

significance, travel, investigation and 

interpretation, 

Vocabulary: railway, steam train, legacy 

community, village, development, branch line, 

chronology, compare, contrast, impact 

Vocabulary: bi-plane, invention, maiden 

flight, primary and secondary source, 

international, the Wright Brothers, legacy 

Vocabulary: explore, space, rocket, 
astronaut, decade, century, investigate, 
cause, impact, nonfiction, fiction, legacy 
 

 
Impact assessment 

Answer the enquiry question 

 

 

Impact assessment 

Answer the enquiry question 

 

Impact assessment  

Make a visual timeline of transport 

development placing pictures in chronological 

order.(overview of KS1) 
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Year Three 

 

The Achievements of the Earliest 

Civilisations, including an in-depth study 

of Ancient Egypt 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to 

Iron Age 

 

The Roman Empire and its impact of 

Britain 

 

Understand the chronology of ancient 
civilisations.  Know that Britain was at the 
end of the Stone Age (2800bc) when the 
pyramids were built. 
 
Know about Pharaohs, pyramids and Ancient 

Egyptian religion. 

 

 

 

Use a range of photos, maps and replicas of 
artefacts and places to gain an 
understanding about Egyptian way of life.  
 

Key concepts: chronology, lifestyle, 

religion, investigation & interpretation 

Understand the chronology of ancient 
civilisations.  Know that Britain was about to 
enter the Iron Age 800bc and Egypt was 
building pyramids and approaching the end 
of its high point. 
 

Have an understanding of life then, 
compared with today and the changes over 
time from Stone Age to Bronze Age 2500bc 
to 800bc) to Iron Age.  
 

Visit local sites e.g. Avebury/Stonehenge.  
 
Ask and answer questions about cause and 
significance. How did Iron change things? 
Know how artefacts can help our 
understanding.  
 

 
 

Key concepts: chronology, lifestyle, 

religion, change & significance 

Understand the concept of moving from pre-

history and BC to AD, and the timescales 

associated with this.  

 
Use historical terms to ask and give informed 
answers about the invasion of Britain, the 
Roman army and British resistance. 
 
Understand the legacy of Roman invasion up 
to the present day.   

  

Use the internet for research as well as aerial 

photos, photos of artefacts, ruins and extracts 

from Caesar's or Seutonius Paulinus's diary. 

 
Key concepts : chronology, investigation 
& interpretation, invasion 
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Vocabulary: ancient, Nile, artefacts, 

hieroglyphics, civilization, culture, religion, 

pyramid, pharaoh, society, tomb, booklet, 

captions 

Vocabulary: hunter, gather, Stone Age, Iron 

Age, Bronze Age, Stonehenge, Avebury, 

prehistoric Britain, lifestyle, legacy, 

chronology, connection, trend, compare, 

contrast, cause, significance, hypothesise, 

historic site  

Vocabulary: Roman, AD, BC, emperor, 
invasion, conquest, Boudicca, Hadrian’s 
Wall, Julius Caesar, archaeology, valid, 
Christianity, BC, AD, impact, language, 
artefact, evidence, ancient, modern, 
primary, secondary. 

 

Impact assessment 
Answer the enquiry question 
 
 

 

Impact assessment 

Quiz 

 
Impact assessment:  

Answer the enquiry question 
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Year Four 
 

Ancient Greece Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons c400-789 

 

Use maps of to locate key physical and human characteristics, in 
connection with work on Ancient Greece. Compare with ancient 
maps of the Mediterranean.  
 

Have an understanding of Ancient Greek life and achievements in 
relation to the key concepts. 
 
Understand the legacy of Ancient Greek culture on later periods in 
British history, including the present day. 
 

 

Understand archaeology as a 

key primary source for finding 

out about the past. Use 

images of primary sources 

such as pottery, frescoes, 

mosaics and architecture, to 

find out about Greek life and 

achievements. Know about 

the religious practices and 

myths associated with the gods. 

 

Key Concepts: chronology, lifestyle, religion, investigation & 

interpretation 

 

 

Understand the chronology of the Roman withdrawal from Britain, the 
Anglo-Saxon invasions and settlements.  
 

Ask and answer questions about the causes and consequences of 
the Anglo-Saxon invasions.  
 
Identify the significance of the Anglo-Saxon invasion on present day 
Britain. Know how it affected language and place names. 
 
Identify sources available to provide evidence of the Anglo-Saxon 

invasion and their subsequent settlements. Know of the "Anglo-

Saxon Chronicle" in Exeter. 

 

Build an understanding of village life in that period of British history.   

 

Key Concepts: chronology, invasion, lifestyle, religion 
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Vocabulary: Sparta, Athens, Homer, Socrates, archaeology, 
architecture, democracy, Greek states, Ancient, 
nonfiction/information text, cause and effect, significant, legacy, 
architecture, influence, impact, language, artefact, evidence, 
primary, secondary, ancient, modern  

Vocabulary: Roman, Anglo-Saxon, kingdom, settlements, 
Christianity, occupation, invasion, consequences, evidence, 
Angles, Jutes, Saxons, Hadrian. 
 

 
Impact assessment 
Answer enquiry question based on influence of Ancient Greece on 
the western world today. 
 
 

 
 

 

Impact assessment 

Answer the enquiry question on the impact of the Anglo-Saxon 

invasion 
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Year Five 

 

The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of 
England to the time of Edward the Confessor  

 

A Non-European Society that provides contrast with British history: 

Mayan Civilisation AD 900  

Identify the chronological order of events leading up to the Viking 

raids and invasions of England.  

 

Know about life during the Viking expansion and Anglo-Saxon 

period. 

 

 

Ask and answer questions about why the Vikings came to Britain 
and the impact on the Anglo Saxons, especially religion and place 
names. 
 

Ask perceptive questions, think critically and weigh evidence. 

Understand why sources are appropriate or inappropriate for their 

investigations. Evaluate the authenticity of the source. 

 

 

Key concepts: chronology perceptive (bias and objectivity), 

invasion, investigation & interpretation. 

 

 

Understand how the Classic Period in Mayan culture fits within the 
chronology of world history.  
 

 

 

Compare and contrast with British /Danelaw  culture when studying 
significant aspects of Mayan life e.g. religion and pyramids.  
 

Use images of primary sources, to find out information. Ask perceptive 
questions, think critically, weigh evidence, and develop perspective and 
judgement. Understand why primary and secondary sources are 
appropriate or inappropriate for their investigations. Evaluate the 
authenticity of the source. 
 

Key concepts: chronology, perceptive (bias and objectivity), 

invasion, investigation & interpretation. 
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Vocabulary: Anglo-Saxon, Viking, invasion, raid, impact, 

secondary and primary sources. Edward the Confessor, 

Alfred the Great, sources, research, investigate 

Vocabulary: ancient, early, Mayan, pyramid, religion, culture, rituals, 

compare, contrast, difference, investigate, evidence, primary, 

secondary 

Impact Assessment:  
Answer the enquiry question based on the struggle for the 
kingdom of England 
 

Impact Assessment  

Answer the enquiry question based on the achievements of the Mayans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Six 

 

A local history study 

The history of local individuals associated 
with Lambourn and the racing industry. 

British warfare  

(chronological overview) 

A study of an aspect or theme in British 
history that extends pupils’ chronological 

knowledge beyond 1066 
 

Significance of aircraft in WW2 and the 

Battle of Britain 
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Carry out individual/small group research, 

identifying connections, contrasts and trends 

over time, both nationally and internationally.  

 

Understand where the chosen person sits in  

that point in history, understanding 
connections, contrasts and trends.  

 
Ask and answer questions about the 
significance of their chosen person both 
locally and where relevant to a wider context.   
 

Critically use a range of primary and 
secondary sources critically. 
 

Key concepts: investigation & 

Interpretation, change & significance 

perceptive (bias and objectivity), 

chronology 

 

Understand the development of warfare 

technology over time from pre-history to 

modern day.  

 

Identify the similarities and differences in the 
change in warfare technology and the impact 
this had on military campaigns.   
 

Carefully select and use a range of sources to 
identify the impact of the development of 
technology, on warfare. Know about bias, 
psychological effects and propaganda. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Key concepts:  investigation & 

interpretation, change & significance, 

perceptive (bias and objectivity), 

chronology 

 

Know about the main features of aircraft use in 

Second World War. 

 

 

Identify the significance of the Battle of Britain 
as a turning point in history. Identify similarities 
and differences with other attacks / invasions 
on Britain.  

 

Make connections between local, national and 
international events, including the impact of 
Membury Airfield on Lambourn.  
 
Carefully select and utilise a range of sources 
to investigate World War II. Identify the bias 
and propaganda sources.  
 
 

Key concepts: investigation & 

interpretation, change & significance, 

perceptive (bias and objectivity), 

chronology 
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Vocabulary: evidence, primary, secondary, 

source, local and/or personal significance, 

reliable, era, historic, relevance, impact 

Vocabulary: technology, mechanical, 
horsepower, warfare, armed forces, nuclear, 
centuries, decades, chemical, military, 
campaign  
 

Vocabulary: conclude, provenance, reliable, 
evidence, bias, significance, local, national, 
international, primary, secondary 
 

Impact Assessment  
Answer enquiry question 

Impact Assessment:  

Answer enquiry question 

Impact Assessment:  

Answer enquiry question 

 

 

Key Stage Three 
 

Pupils should extend and deepen their chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world history, so that it provides 

a well-informed context for wider learning. Pupils should identify significant events, make connections, draw contrasts, and analyse trends within 

periods and over long arcs of time. They should use historical terms and concepts in increasingly sophisticated ways. They should pursue 

historically valid enquiries including some they have framed themselves, and create relevant, structured and evidentially supported accounts in 

response. They should understand how different types of historical sources are used rigorously to make historical claims and discern how and 

why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. In planning to ensure the progression described above 

through teaching the British, local and world history outlined below, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils 

understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content.  

 

Pupils should be taught about: 

 the development of Church, state and society in Medieval Britain 1066-1509 

 the development of Church, state and society in Britain 1509-1745 

 challenges for Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901 to the present day 

 a local history study 

 the study of an aspect or theme in British history that consolidates and extends pupils’ chronological knowledge from before 1066 

 at least one study of a significant society or issue in world history and its interconnections with other world development 


