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Newsletter 01.05.26

Hello from Our Principal, Maria Cupit

Dear Families,
Supporting Your Child’s Learning at Home

We are always looking for ways to strengthen the connection between
home and school learning, and we'd like to encourage you to make
the most of the excellent digital resources available to support your
child at home.

Two key tools that can make a real difference are the Fonetti read-
aloud app and the Doodle learning apps.

Fonetti is a fantastic way to build your child’s confidence and
enjoyment in reading. As children read aloud, the app provides
immediate, supportive feedback on pronunciation and fluency. This
helps to develop their reading skills in a fun and interactive way, while
also encouraging independence.

Alongside this, the Doodle apps offer personalised learning tailored to
your child’s needs:

- DoodleMaths supports mathematical understanding step by step

- DoodleTables helps children practise and recall times tables with
confidence

- DoodleEnglish builds grammar, comprehension, and writing skills

- DoodleSpell improves spelling through engaging activities
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Just 10-15 minutes a day on these apps can have a significant impact on
your child’s progress. The programmes adapt automatically, ensuring
that children are working at the right level and steadily building their skills.

We recommend incorporating these tools into your child’s daily routine
where possible. Short, regular practice sessions are far more effective
than longer, less frequent ones - and they can easily fit into busy family
schedules.

Your support at home plays a vital role in your child’s learning journey. By
using these resources consistently, you are helping to reinforce what is
taught in school and giving your child the best possible opportunity to
succeed.

If you have any questions or need support accessing the apps, please
don’'t hesitate to get in touch.
Thank you for your continued support. ‘

Kind regards,
Maria
Miss M. Cupit
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Why Age Restrictions on YouTube Matter - and How Parents Can Set Healthy Boundaries

As digital media becomes an everyday part of childhood, many families find
themselves navigating when, and if, their child should have access to platforms like
YouTube. While these platforms can offer educational and entertaining content, it’s
important to remember that they are not designed with young children’s
developmental needs in mind.

Understanding Age Restrictions

YouTube's terms of service require users to be at least 13 years old to create their own
account. This age threshold is not arbitrary - it reflects legal protections around
children’s data, as well as an acknowledgment that younger children are still
developing the judgment and emotional regulation needed to safely navigate online
spaces.

Even when children are not creating accounts but are simply watching content, the
platform’s open nature can expose them to material that is confusing, distressing, or
inappropriate. Algorithms are designed to keep viewers engaged, not to safeguard @
child’s wellbeing.

Emotional Readiness Matters

Primary-aged children are still building emotional resilience and critical thinking skills.
They may struggle to:

- Distinguish between fact and fiction

- Recognise harmful or misleading content

- Manage strong emotional reactions to what they see

- Understand persuasive or commercial messaging

Without these skills, children can quickly become overwhelmed or influenced in ways
they are not equipped to process.
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Setting Clear Boundaries at Home

Establishing boundaries around screen use is one of the most effective ways to support your
child’s wellbeing. Here are some practical approaches:

- Delay independent access: Avoid giving children their own YouTube accounts before the
recommended age.

- Use shared or supervised viewing: Watch content together or ensure an adult is nearby to
guide and discuss what they see.

- Set time limits: Agree on clear, consistent limits for screen time to prevent overuse.

- Create device-free spaces: Keep bedrooms and mealtimes screen-free to support healthy
routines.

- Use child-friendly alternatives: Consider platforms specifically designed for younger
audiences, with stronger content controls.

Open Conversations Are Key

Children are naturally curious about what they see online. Creating an environment where
they feel comfortable asking questions - and where adults are ready to listen without
judgment - helps build trust and digital awareness over time.

You might ask:

- "How did that video make you feel?”

- “Do you think that's real or made up?”

- "What would you do if you saw something upsetting?”

These conversations help children develop the skills they will eventually need to navigate
digital spaces safely.

A Shared Responsibility

Supporting children in the digital world is not about banning technology altogether, it's
about introducing it thoughtfully, at the right time, and with the right guidance. By
respecting age recommendations and setting firm but supportive boundaries, we give
children the space to grow emotionally before facing the challenges of online environments.

If you have questions or would like further guidance on managing screen use at home,
please don't hesitate to reach out. Together, we can help children build healthy, confident
relationships with technology.
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School Celebrations

Handwriting & Presentation
24" April | .. Headteacher Awards 24th April
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School Celebrations

Value medals 27" April Readlng Champion 1st May

1* May
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School Office:
Reminders, updates & future calendar dates

Reminders and updates:

15th May: Yé trip to Newbury Races: The children will need to wear their school uniform
and sensible walking shoes, bring a packed lunch and a water bottle and if it's raining
a rain coat or if it's sunny apply sunscreen before coming to school.

Future Calendar Dates (new dates added - event information will show in bold)

15th May: Yé trip to Newbury Races

18™ May: Choir sing at The Corn Exchange in Newbury
18th May: Year 2 and Year 1 COOL Session at 3pm
16th June: Choir sing at the Hexagon in Reading

25th June: KS1 Sports Day - 9am-10:15am

25™ June: KS2 Sports Day - 10:45am-12pm

29th June: Year 6 Residential

14th July: Reception trip to Cotswold Wildlife Park

16th July: Y6 Performance to parents/carers

20th July: Y6 Leavers service in church

If you have a query about your child please contact their class feacher in the first instance:

Mrs Crick: F1@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk F2@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Miss Townsend Y1@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk

Miss Townsend Y2@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk

Ms Ross Y3@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk

Mr Wootten Y4@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk

Ms Linsley Y5@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk

Miss O'Farrell Yé@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk

For any other enquiries please phone or e-mail the school office: 0148871479
admin@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
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Attendance

Please keep your child home if they have a fever, or feel too *
unwell fo do normal activities. Specific guidance requires
keeping children off for 48 hours after the last episode of
diarrhoea or vomiting. Children with a fever should stay home
until it breaks, while mild symptoms like a runny nose or slight
cough, without a fever, are usually fine for school.

Do | need to keep my child off school?

m Conjunctivitis

m Public Health
4 Agency

L. T
S ple ‘T

b | | 4 b | L4 bl — r
Mo need to stay MO need tostay Mo need to stay Until lesions are
Until all spots off but school 48 hours from off but school off but school crusted & healed or
have crusted oF nursery last eplsode or nursery Of nursery 48 Hours after
over should be should be should be commencing
informed informed informed antibiotics
Slapped Whooping
b | r ) | | 4 | 4 | | 4 | | 4 | | 4
Mo need to stay
4 days from 5 days from Until after first 24 hours after off but school 48 Hours after
onset of rash onset of swelling treatment commencing or nursery commencing
antiblotics should be antiblotics
informed
n Head Lice Threadwomms Tonsillitis
No need to stay Mo need to stay Mo need to stay
Until off but school off but school off but school
oF NUrsary oF nursery OF NUrsery
recoverad
should be should be should be

Informed Informed Informed
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PTAC

LAMBOURN PRIMARY SCHOOL

Lamboumschoolpia@outiook.com
Charity Number : 1185123

NOTICE OF EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING (EGM)
Date: 15.04.2026

Subject: Notice of EGM - [Friday 8th May 2026]

Dear Parents, Teachers, and Members,

Motice is hereby given that an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) of the Lamboum
School PTA will be held on Friday 8th May at 8.40am at School (Please come to the
Office to sign in).

The meeting is called to discuss and vote on the following business:

1. An amendment to the Constitution to become a PTFA (to enable non
parents/carers and teachers to volunteer and be on the committee).

2. Additional business as necessary.

As a parent or guardian of a child at the school, or a member of school staff, you are
automatically a member of the association and are invited to attend. If you plan on

attending please let us know via email.

Kind regards,

Hannah Locke-Wheaton
Chair

Lamboumn School PTA
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Year 1 & 2 Update

Hello from Year 1/2!

We have had a busy fortnight since my last
update which has been filled with a lot of fun
and adventures!

Last Thursday was our trip to the Living
Rainforest. | cannot emphasise enough how
amazing the children were. They represented
our school impeccably and really showed off
the very best that Lambourn has to offer. They
asked our tour guides a lot of questions and
were polite throughout the day. We had a lot of
comments from both staff at the Living
Rainforest as well as our coach driver about how
kind and polite the children were. It was a really
enjoyable day which allowed the children to see
what the habitat of a rainforest is like, which links
nicely to our work we are doing in science
about plants. We got to see lots of animals, and
everyone had a lovely day.

In class we have been making clay pots in art
and learning about the inventions of Brunel and
how it changed Britain forever.

| have been setting homework on Doodle for
maths and English. If you require an additional
copy of your child's Doodle login please let me
know and | will be happy to send it over.

Thank you for your continued support,
Miss Townsend, Miss Ball, Mrs Lord, Mrs
Backhouse and Mrs Kumar
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Year 3 Update

Hello from Year 3!

We have now finished our newspaper report on Charlie's
experience in the chocolate factory. The children tried
so hard to make this immersive read and came up with
some wonderful description regarding Charlie's sense
experience. We have now started 'The Incredible Book
Eating Boy'. We will be writing a comedy narrative similar
to this. We looked at hyperboles this week. The children
have explored exaggerations before when we wrote
about a trip to the Southeast of England, but this was the
first time they have looked at this feature with its formal
name.

Math has been a tough couple of weeks. We have
finished exploring money and adding and subtracting
different values using our understanding of column
addition and subtraction. We have now been working
on fractions and understanding how to find fractions of
amounts for larger numbers, and then we will start to
look at adding and subtracting fractions. After the bank
holiday, we will then start to look at time, so any practice
with reading digital and analogue clocks at home would
be a great headstart!

Thank you so much for your continued support with all
outside schoolwork such as Fonetti and Doodle. So many
of the children are over 1000 stars on Doodle which
shows their commitment to their learning in school and
outside of school. The incentive for 1000 stars is a Doodle
pencil and then the next target is a Doodle ruler for 5000
stars. Doodle is something the children can access and
use independently.

Thank you for your continued support,
Miss Ross
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Year 4 Update

Hello from Year 4!

Wednesday April 22" was
Earth Day and Year 4 enjoyed
discussions on many themes
around looking after the Earth
and minimising Climate
Change.

We took part in the BBC's live
lesson and the children had
some great ideas and
communicated their thoughts
well.

Thank you for all the donations
of cardboard for our Castle
Project. | think we have
enough to build our castles full
size now - sO o more please!

Thank you as always for your
support!
Mr Wootten and Mrs Smith
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Year 5 Update

Hello from Year 5!

In Maths, we have been adding and
subtracting fractions, involving converting
between mixed numbers and improper
fractions, and finding equivalents. | am so
impressed with the grit they have all shown
with this tricky topic!

We have recently begun our writing unit on
emperor penguins. The children have
thoroughly enjoyed learning about them, and
| am keen to see the non-chronological
reports they will be writing next week.

In History, we ve been having some great
discussions about the beliefs of the Maya and
their unique rituals to try to get close to the
Gods!

The children have loved our current Art unit on
installations, and in groups they have been
designing their own installations in cardboard
boxes!

Thank you for your continued support at
home,
Miss Linsley
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Year é6 Update

Hello from Year 6!

Year 6 have been working incredibly hard
and continue to show great focus and
determination across the curriculum.

In English, pupils are developing their
writing skills by creating detailed
newspaper reports about the murder of
King Duncan from MacBeth. They have
been thinking carefully about how to
structure their reports, use formal
language, and include key features such
as headlines, quotes, and eyewitness
accounts. It's been great to see their
creativity and understanding of the text
come through in their writing.

In Maths, the class is approaching the end
of their final unit on statistics. They have
been interpreting data, drawing graphs,
and analysing information with increasing
confidence. This is an important unit that
helps build strong problem-solving skills as
they prepare for the transition to Year 7.

A reminder to continue using Doodle at
home to support learning in Maths and
English. Regular practice really helps to
reinforce the skills being taught in class.

Miss O'Farrell
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Level 1and 2 Combined Course, &
and Level 3 Course L BOOK NOW - LIMITED SPACES

S
WWW.ELITEPLAYERSFA.CO.UK/CAMPEOOKINGS | EPA i

"

Fun, safe, and professionally led .
Learn essential cycling skills
Build confidence on the roadg’

e

| - N ' ' | AR1- YEAR 6

26/27 May | __ 0 PA COMMUNITY CAMP

Level 1 and 2 combined course
Kennet Leisure Centre, Stoney Lane,
Thatcham, RG19 4LJ

28/29 May

Level 1 and 2 combined course | . . , y =

Kennet Leisure Centre, Stoney Lane, My - 2 &

Thatcham, RG19 4LJ {lf AN £ gﬂ&%ﬂnzggﬁt%ﬂ
27 May (morning only) | ' :

Level 3

Cotswold Sports Centre,

; : = o _'-" .50 3 oseph's Catholic Primary School
Downs Way, Tilehurst, RG31 6SL ; " . == vbury RG142AW
o B . 1 L

"All our courses are run by DBS checked, fully-qualified Bikeabllity Instructors.
Your child's bike must be fully road-worthy and the right size.

e O S S P
T{j Adapted school uniform 2026
BERKSHIRE CHAMBER MUSIC FESTIVAL 13 mpornt o conci’ Taasanacl S0MDAAC0N0 30 1€l a0 810 i 8 i
affected I is always bes fo comact secondary school and discuss possible
10-19 JUNE 2026 adaprations early. Befow are some places to look for mone comfariable school wmifomm

clothing — these sl out ast, 50 beware! If you need funther agvice of N, pease confact
fhe Autizm Team.

- ey TROUSERS
WEDNESDAY 18™ . 19730 =
. E ASDA
ST. JAMES' THE LES JRNE | No butions: or zips, soflér seams:
: 2 o ADG 1! hitred
M&S:
FRIDAY 12 JUNE / 2 Pack & Ai 2-16 Yo i
ST.JAMES'THEL Hex:
sd Full on, prinfed labeds, flak seams:
» g e net g0 Liushoideoarinant-child
aist-schocimeyr o= 12103
SATURDAY 13 JUNE, 19:30 Srm":lpm mrﬂe:-r inatend of Pousers With 3chodl permession):
o WL g, it £ e 8 S 2RO B e SR R D

ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, MORTIMER COMMON
ERANMS Y : NET AMEHLEL 1 Senaary Smart (nef the cheapest’)

hitps.iisermanysmant. co. TR ATIZON m-iendly.grey-school-
froussrsspacira.sansony.chothing-from

SUNDAY 14 JUNE, 19:30

. Ada Iothing (mod the cheapest])

SHAW HOUSE, mﬁa‘;&wwm wm-:m

SCHOOL SHIRTS
MONDAY 15 JUNE, 19:32

THE SHIP INN COUNTRY HOTEL, THATCHAM Asp

White S Py 1 ASDA

MES
3 Pk Bovy’ Ese Dewsging Egsy Ingn Seheel Shirty (315 Wie) | MAS | MES

FRIDAY 19 JUNE, 19: X Adaptive clothing
Short slesve, cotion:

SHAW HOUSE

TICEETS AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE: WWW._ BERESHIRECHAMBEERMUSICFESTIVAL COM OR VIA THE QR CODE

FLEASE CONTACT BERKSHIRCCHAMBERMUSICFESTIVALEGMAIL COM FOR MORE INFORMATION OR CALL
OTTFIIICIAL

Good Vibes Music Academy has just one space left for guitar or ukulele lessons at Lambourn Primary and we want to make
sure that any students that wish to learn have the opportunity to do so. Good Vibes' lessons are based around famous songs
that students will love playing! If you want to start lessons, sign up at https://www.goodvibesmusicacademy.co.uk/lambourn

and they will get you strumming in no time!
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Under trousers:
hitps:fidirect asda comfgearqa/schoolisports-swinmwearfilack-base-layer-school-
trousers/GEM 1140704 default pd himi7egid=D10M1G1C8

Basa layers for neurodivergent younyg people with built in fidgets!
Kids Clothing — Comfa

Socks
hitps:iise .co.uki/collectiona/seamiless. -

hycra’products/absolutety-seamiess-socks-smartknitkids-ultimate-comion-sock-
Davyovarant=444 26714216788

hitps:ihwww.sockshop. co.ukiproducts/sockshop-plain-bamboo-socks

Fidget tools '

There ane obviously many places you can shop for these. Hare are some less primany
sehool ideas for pre-ieens and leenagers — but always check with your secondary school what is
suitable in school. Creating a handy pencil case of fidget tools is ideal for secondary:

« hitnsiicaimeollactiveco. com/

* 11BestFi Tewys for Adults (Quiet Stress & Anxiety Relief) — Spiffy - The Happiness

Additional tricks!

s Try using this tape to cover imitating labeils, seams or random wuncomfortable areas of

pollections/unde

. wﬂaregwarﬁeacﬁpm:

MAY

SCAN ME . HALF-TERM
Price + Offers : ¢ -

from £20 per day .
e,

Early Bird discount
(15% off) 5-12 Years Old
Code: MHTIS -
(TR
-
Y Dates +Times)
3 i en Tuesday 26th - Friday 29th
- Newbury: May
o Winchcombe School
L < Standard day: 9am-3pm
i Maidenhead: Extended day: 9am-5pm

Reading:
Calcot Junior School

'WE ACCEPT CHILDCARE VOUCHERS!
For Heliday Camp Enquiries - Email admin@mnreeaching.com www.mnreeaching.com

Price + Offers)

from £25 per day

Early Bird discount
(15% off)
Code: MHTIS

Venues, o

Newbury:
Winchcombe School
r _ 4
Maidenhead:
Alwyn Infant School

" standard day: 9am-ipm 3
Extended day: 9am-Spm

Reading:
Calcot Junior School

N\

=

WE ACCEPT CHILDCARE VOUCHERS!

= E i @
X

For Holiday Camp Enquiries - Email admin@mnreoaching.com www.mnrcoaching.com

W
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Menitrual Health and
[Pt E diurcaiien Adhrecates

April 2026
Dear Parents nd Caners,

ENCITING COMMUNITY EVENTS
We are delighted to announce that twe of cur most pepular community events are back

Qur legendary period pants parties will be visiting Mewtury, Theale and Thatcham librries
aver the coming wesks:

Zaturdey 167 May — 10sm — 12pm, Newbury Library
Saturday 307 May = 10am = 12pm, Theale Library
Exturdéy 13 June — 10308 — 12pm, Thatcham Library

Come along and pick up fres period pants on & first come, Frst served basis — take them
home to try!

Dads Do Pads is also back, with sessions covering both Period Products and the Menstrual
Cyche, These free online workshops offer essential information for any dad supporting a
VOUNE person wh is About To SRR, of i Already having, their periods. Settions take place
on 2 and " lung, onling af 7, 30pm.

information on our period pants parties and how 1o sign up to Dads Do Pads can be found
on our events page: heros | ivwvew albveyrsbos oo ykleyent

PERIOD BOX COLLECTION POBNTS

From 1% june, we will be mowing from home deliveries 10 community collecnon points, to
hehp et mske berter use of volunteer tme ard ensune our servics is susthinable for the lang
term. You will continue 10 be able 1o arder reusable period products andine.,

Yorui can STl onder period boxes Tor yoursell or asy family memBbers via our webiine up unel
51™ May: hatps (wwe albyourshos. co.uk/reguest

If you hawe used our service before, you will receive an email on 1™ May explaining the
CRBNEES 10 OUF PEMVICE, B how D0 800853 Period bomes from 17 June.

With best withes,
AU Youury

Al Yours Period Bow CIC —
Facebaok & Instagram - @allyoursmonthly
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