
Hello from Our Principal, Maria Cupit

Newsletter 15.05.26

Term 5

Dear Families,

A huge well done to all of our Year 6 pupils for the mature,
positive and determined way they approached their SATs
this week. We are incredibly proud of the resilience, focus
and confidence they showed throughout the tests. Their
hard work and commitment over the year truly shone
through. We would also like to extend our sincere thanks to
the Year 6 staff team for the excellent preparation and
support they have provided leading up to and during the
week. 

A special thank you goes to all staff involved in running the
daily breakfast club, helping pupils start each day feeling
calm, settled and ready to do their best, as well as to those
who supported with the smooth administration of the tests.
The teamwork, care and encouragement shown by
everyone involved has been greatly appreciated.



As we move into the final part of the academic year, some of our
children will shortly be taking part in national assessments that help us to
understand the progress they are making and to identify how best to
support them moving forward. We would like to share some information
about the upcoming assessments for Year 1 and Year 4, what the
children can expect, and how you can help at home.

Year 1 Phonics Screening Check (PSC)

In June, all Year 1 children across England will take part in the Phonics
Screening Check. This is a short, informal assessment that helps teachers
assess how confidently children can use their phonics knowledge to
read words.

What will children experience?

The check is completed individually with a familiar adult in a quiet
setting and usually takes around 5–10 minutes.

Children will be asked to read 40 words, including:
· Real words
· “Alien” or nonsense words, which assess children’s ability to apply
phonics skills independently

The children are already very familiar with this format through daily
phonics lessons and classroom practice, and we present the check in a
calm, positive and encouraging way.
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What helps children to be successful?

Children benefit most when they:

· Recognise sounds quickly and confidently
· Blend sounds fluently to read words
· Apply phonics strategies independently
· Read regularly and develop confidence and stamina
How can parents support at home?
You can make a huge difference by:
· Reading with your child every day, even for 5–10 minutes
· Encouraging your child to sound out unfamiliar words
· Revisiting phonics sounds and tricky words using the links
sent home from school
· Practising blending sounds smoothly together
· Keeping reading enjoyable and positive

Most importantly, praise your child’s effort and
confidence. The check is designed to celebrate the
progress children have made in learning to read.
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Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check (MTC)

During June, Year 4 children will complete the Multiplication Tables
Check. This is a national online assessment designed to check children’s
fluency in multiplication facts up to 12 × 12.

What will children experience?

Children complete the check online using a computer or tablet in school.
The assessment:
· Contains 25 multiplication questions
· Gives children 6 seconds to answer each question
· Takes less than 10 minutes overall

The children have been practising in school and are familiar with the
format, so there should be no surprises on the day.

What helps children to be successful?

Success in the MTC comes from:
· Quick recall of multiplication facts up to 12 × 12
· Confidence and fluency rather than written calculation methods
· Regular short bursts of practice
· Accuracy under timed conditions
Rapid recall of multiplication facts supports many areas of mathematics,
including fractions, division and problem solving.
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How can parents support at home? 

You can help your child by:

· Practising multiplication facts regularly in short sessions
· Focusing on quick recall rather than counting
· Using times table games, songs, quizzes or the Doodle app
· Encouraging children to answer confidently and without pressure
· Revisiting any tables your child finds more difficult

Even 5 minutes of regular practice each day can have a significant
impact on confidence and fluency.

A Final Message
We are incredibly proud of the progress all of our children make
throughout the year. These assessments are only one part of the wider
picture of each child’s learning journey and are completed in a
supportive and reassuring environment.

The most valuable support you can provide is encouragement, routine
and positivity. Thank you, as always, for your continued partnership and
support.

If you have any questions about either assessment, please do not
hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher.
Kind regards,
Maria Miss M. Cupit
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We are excited to be hosting a Futures Day at our school on Friday 3  July 2026,
and we would be delighted if you would consider taking part.

rd

This event is designed to give our primary-aged children a fun and engaging
introduction to the world of work, helping them explore a wide range of career
possibilities. We aim to broaden their horizons, inspire ambition, and help them
begin to understand the many exciting opportunities that lie ahead.
On the day, you will be provided with a table in our school hall, where you can
showcase your job or industry to groups of children as they visit. Each class will
come in one at a time and rotate around the room, speaking to adults in small
groups.

We would be grateful if you could bring:
Items or tools related to your job
Photographs or visual displays
Any practical or hands-on activities that would help bring your career to life

This is a wonderful opportunity to inspire the next generation and help them see
how their interests and talents might connect to real-world careers. Whether your
job is creative, scientific, practical, people-focused or technical, our children will
benefit enormously from hearing about it.
If you are interested in taking part, or would like more information, please contact
us by emailing myself, admin@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk or on 01488 71479. We
are happy to answer any questions and support you with anything you require on
the day.

Thank you for considering being part of this special event. We hope you can join
us in helping to shape the futures of our children.
Warm regards,
Niamh O'Farrell

School News
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Reading Champions 8th May

Headteacher Awards 8th May
Handwriting & Presentation 
8  Mayth
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Maths Champions 8th May Top Doodler 8th May
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Handwriting & Presentation 
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Reminders and updates:

Future Calendar Dates (new dates added - event information will show in bold)

18  May: Choir sing at The Corn Exchange in Newburyth

18th May: Year 2 and Year 1 COOL Session at 3pm
2nd June: Year 6 moving up photo for Newbury Weekly
16th June: Choir sing at the Hexagon in Reading
25th June: KS1 Sports Day - 9am-10:15am
25  June: KS2 Sports Day - 10:45am-12pmth

26th June: PTA Non School Uniform Day in exchange for a bottle (for tombula)
29th June: Year 6 Residential
3rd July: Futures Day
14th July: Reception trip to Cotswold Wildlife Park
16th July: Y6 Performance to parents/carers
20th July: Y6 Leavers service in church

If you have a query about your child please contact their class teacher in the first instance:

Mrs Crick: F1@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk F2@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Miss Townsend Y1@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Miss Townsend Y2@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Ms Ross Y3@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Mr Wootten Y4@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Ms Linsley Y5@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Miss O'Farrell Y6@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk

For any other enquiries please phone or e-mail the school office: 0148871479
admin@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk

School Office: 
Reminders, updates & future calendar dates 
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Please keep your child home if they have a fever, or feel too
unwell to do normal activities. Specific guidance requires
keeping children off for 48 hours after the last episode of
diarrhoea or vomiting. Children with a fever should stay home
until it breaks, while mild symptoms like a runny nose or slight
cough, without a fever, are usually fine for school. 



Hello from Year 1/2!

We have had another busy couple of weeks in the classroom. 

In maths, Year 1 have been learning about addition and subtraction,
while Year 2 have started their very first statistics unit and are learning
all about tally charts and pictograms. They have shown excellent
problem-solving skills.

In English we have started our new book - 'There's a Rang-Tan in My
Bedroom'. It continues our writing about the rainforest, but with a
focus on the impacts of deforestation. The children have been very
thoughtful and shown a lot of empathy during these writing lessons,
and I cannot wait to see what they produce in their independent
writes next week. 

Everyone should now have a copy of their Doodle login. I am setting
assignments related to the work we have done in class on Doodle
every week for the children to complete over the weekend. The
children are really enjoying engaging with Doodle in school. If
anyone is having any issues logging into Doodle, please don't
hesitate to get in touch.

Many thanks for your continued support,
Miss Townsend, Miss Ball, Mrs Lord, Mrs Backhouse and Mrs Kumar

Year 1 & 2 Update
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Hello from Year 3!

Over the last two weeks, Year 3 have been working incredibly hard across all subjects and I
am very proud of the effort they have shown.

In English, we completed our comedy narratives, where the children worked hard to include
exciting vocabulary, dialogue and descriptive details to make their stories entertaining. We
have now begun our new unit, 'Meet the Egyptians'. Before writing their own diary entries
linked to this topic, the children have been recapping their understanding of past progressive
tense and using time adverbials to help organise events clearly within their writing.

In math, we have been focusing on time. The children have been learning that each small
notch on a clock represents one minute, and they have used this understanding to identify,
read and draw different times accurately.

In RE, we have completed our unit on Hinduism and exploring and understanding the River
Ganges. The children have shown great curiosity and respect whilst learning about Hindu
beliefs, traditions and celebrations.
In science, we have continued exploring our topic of 'Light'. The children have particularly
enjoyed investigating shadows and carrying out practical experiments to discover how
shadows are formed and how they can change. 

A quick reminder about the importance of completing homework each week. Homework
helps to reinforce learning that takes place in class or prepares the children for the learning we
are going to complete next. Children who do not complete their homework will be required to
spend their lunchtime completing it with me instead, so we would really appreciate your
support in ensuring homework is completed on time
Finally, swimming lessons will begin next week. Year 3 will be swimming every Monday and
Wednesday, so please ensure your child comes to school with the correct swimming kit on
these days.

Thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards,
Miss Ross

Year 3 Update
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Hello from Year 4!

Year 4 have had a busy
couple of weeks. We
welcomed a Rabbi into the
library to talk to us about
Passover and Shabbat. The
children listened really well
and many of them showed
great curiosity by asking
sensible questions. Also, the
children started their castles
this week. There has been
sweat and tears - happily, so
far, no blood! - but it is exciting
to see towers and turrets
coming together. Times tables
have been 3x and 9x.

Thank you as always for your
support!
Mr Wootten and Mrs Smith

Year 4 Update
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Hello from Year 5!

It has been a busy two weeks in Year 5 as we make our way
towards half term.

In English, the children have been writing non-chronological
reports about Weddell seals, polar bears and snow leopards.
They had lots of fun researching, writing and presenting their
information. The children then showed excellent
teamworking skills by partnering up to read through and edit
each other's work.
Since then, we have been focussing on specific grammar
techniques, and the children used macaroni to help us
when using inverted commas and apostrophes!

In our installation topic in Art and Design, the children
worked in groups to create their own large-scale installations
using everyday materials. In only a short amount of time, the
children produced such unique and creative pieces!

In History, the children have been learning about the Maya
and their legacy. They enjoyed trying to understand the
Maya number system and discussing how the Maya have
influenced the modern world.

In Science, we have been learning about animal life cycles,
and the children have been using their reasoning skills to
explain how they differ between amphibians, mammals,
insects and birds.

Thank you for your continued support at home.
Miss Linsley

Year 5 Update
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Hello from Year 6!

Year 6 have had a fantastic and productive few weeks!
Following all of their hard work during SATs week, the children
showed great resilience, determination and maturity throughout.
We are incredibly proud of the positive attitude they
demonstrated and the support they gave one another.

To celebrate the end of SATs, Year 6 enjoyed an exciting
educational visit to Newbury Racecourse with the ‘Racing to
Schools’ programme. The trip gave pupils a brilliant opportunity
to see how maths is used in real-life industry settings. From
analysing race timings and calculating speeds to exploring data
handling, budgeting and probability, the children discovered just
how important maths is in the world of horse racing and event
management.

The day was engaging, interactive and full of practical learning
experiences, helping pupils to recognise the value of the
mathematical skills they use every day in school. 

Well done, Year 6, for representing the school so brilliantly!

Miss O’Farrell

Year 6 Update
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