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Term 6

Dear Families,

Helping Your Child Enjoy Reading This Summer

As we approach the summer break, we would like to encourage all children to continue reading
regularly. Summer is a wonderful opportunity for children to discover books they genuinely enjoy
and to build confidence as independent readers.

Why Summer Reading Matters

Regular reading helps children maintain and develop their reading skills, vocabulary,
imagination, and knowledge. Even 10 to 20 minutes of reading each day can make a significant
difference. Most importantly, reading should be a positive and enjoyable experience rather than
a chore.

How You Can Support Your Child

Let your child choose what they read: Children are often more motivated when they can select
books, comics, magazines, newspapers, graphic novels, or information texts that interest them.

Create a daily reading routine: A regular reading time - perhaps before bed, after breakfast, or
during a quiet part of the day - can help establish a lifelong habit.

Celebrate effort, not just achievement: Praise your child for reading regularly, trying challenging
words, discussing stories, or finishing a book. Confidence grows when children feel their efforts
are valued.

Read together: Even older children enjoy sharing books with adults. Take turns reading aloud,
discuss interesting characters, and talk about favourite parts of the story.

Visit your local library: Libraries offer a fantastic range of books and often run summer reading
challenges and activities that can inspire children to read more.

Make reading part of everyday life: Encourage your child to read recipes, instructions, menus,
signs, maps, and information about topics they enjoy. Reading happens everywhere, not just in
books.



Building Reading Confidence

If your child finds reading difficult at times:

· Encourage them to have a go before helping.

· Remind them that it is okay not to know every word.

· Focus on understanding and enjoyment rather than perfection.

· Choose books that are accessible and enjoyable, as well as some that provide
a gentle challenge.

· Celebrate small successes and progress.

Reading for Pleasure

One of the greatest gifts we can give children is the belief that reading is
enjoyable. When children associate books with relaxation, curiosity, laughter,
and adventure, they are much more likely to become lifelong readers.

We hope you and your family enjoy many wonderful reading moments together
this summer. Thank you for your continued support in helping your child develop
confidence and a love of reading.

Parents webinar: Top tips to help your child enjoy reading independently this
summer

Tuesday, 30th June 2026 – 3:45pm-4:30pm 
Summer term webinar social cards
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https://www.educake.co.uk/parents-webinar-help-your-child-enjoy-reading-independently/?utm_campaign=416912613-Webinar%20series&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9u5jqUzyGifej7vEQyGprfuMGJ-TNdyEgEflF_jQraM1IcLW7H6CJraIB_0PGM9pJj8QWcqHLU-NDmF2kV8u6dQ3HB8Fak-eKMrTgYhP1RU8hsqnE&_hsmi=138486251&utm_content=138486251&utm_source=hs_email


Fonetti National Read-Aloud Challenge 2026

Once again, this year we are entering the Fonetti National Read-Aloud
Challenge 2026. The National Read-Aloud Challenge keeps your child reading
aloud through the holidays in just a few minutes a day. It’s free, it’s safe, and 9 in
10 parents told Fonetti their child’s confidence grew. Your child reads
independently on Fonetti while you follow their progress and celebrate every
milestone.

Why Parents Love It:

· Free for all children from 1st July - 31st August

· Easy, safe, and fully independent to use

· Keeps reading skills sharp and improves reading age

· Encourages a lifelong love of reading

· Real rewards that recognise real effort

And with the National Read-Aloud Challenge, they'll join a nationwide
competition with the chance to win:

· Certificates awarded for reaching each Milestone

· A selection of prizes including Gift cards, Author Signed Books and lots more
sponsored by GoHenry
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· Winning Schools from each region are
invited to a fully funded day trip to
London for the National Awards
Ceremony hosted by brand
ambassador Clare Balding CBE

Challenge Details
Who can participate?
· Children of all reading abilities
· Ages of 5-15
· UK nationals, living in the UK
· Take part with your school or as an
individual

Dates
1st July – 31st August 2026 
During the challenge, children receive
unlimited access to the award-winning
Fonetti platform.

https://www.readaloudchallenge.co.uk/
join/QJRU-MZSV-YWCM
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Dear Parents and Carers,

As we look ahead to the next academic year, we are excited to be developing and
enhancing our playtimes to provide children with even more opportunities for
creativity, exploration and active play. We are introducing new resources and activities
to help make breaktimes engaging, enjoyable and beneficial for all pupils.

To support this, we are asking for donations of any unwanted items from the attached
list. Many of these are things that families may already have at home that are no longer
needed. Your generosity will help us create a stimulating environment where children
can build friendships, develop teamwork skills and enjoy purposeful play.

In addition, as we plan to make the most of our outdoor spaces throughout the year, we
would like every child to have a named waterproof coat and a pair of wellington boots in
school from September. Outdoor play is an important part of the school day, and
having suitable clothing will allow children to continue enjoying the fresh air in a variety
of weather conditions.

We also recognise that children quickly outgrow these items. If you have any wellington
boots or waterproof coats that your child no longer needs and are still in good
condition, we would be extremely grateful for donations. Having a small supply of spare
items will ensure that all children are able to participate comfortably in outdoor
activities when needed.

Any donations can be brought into school and handed to your child's class teacher.
There is absolutely no expectation to contribute, but any support you are able to offer
will be greatly appreciated.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support in helping us provide the very best
experiences for our children.
Yours sincerely,
Niamh O’Farrell

Play Donations!
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A group of us had the
most amazing
opportunity to visit the
Watermill Theatre and
watch Chitty Chitty Bang
Bang. The show was
fantastic, and we even
had the chance to get
involved in the circus
tent!
The children enjoyed
taking turns sitting inside
the car and playing the
old-fashioned games.

Mrs Stapley and Mrs
Womersley

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
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On Tuesday evening, our
wonderful school choir took part
in the West Berkshire Junior Music
Festival, joining around 200
children from schools across the
county for a truly memorable
musical celebration. The children
sang beautifully, with fantastic
harmonies and infectious
enthusiasm that filled the venue.
This year’s Under the Sea theme
brought an extra splash of fun,
with the choir looking fantastic in
their creative costumes. A
particular highlight was the
opportunity to perform alongside
a live orchestra, making the
experience even more special.
The children represented the
school brilliantly, and a wonderful
time was had by all. Well done to
everyone involved!

JMF
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A group of talented Key
Stage 2 children recently
came together to create
a beautiful piece of floral
artwork for the church's
Floral Festival. Inspired by
the colourful and uplifting
work of artist Yvonne
Coomber, the children
carefully designed and
crafted their display,
showcasing both their
creativity and teamwork.
We are incredibly proud
of their contribution and
are delighted that their
artwork could be part of
this wonderful community
event

Floral Festival
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Last week, we were delighted to welcome the Berkshire
Chamber Music Festival to our school for a fantastic
musical performance. Steve introduced the children to
the tuba, while Poppy showcased the clarinet, sharing
their impressive talents and helping us to learn more
about these wonderful instruments.

The musicians performed an exciting range of pieces
that appealed to everyone. The performance included
beautiful music by Mozart, the uplifting classic Lean on
Me, and even Golden from K-Pop Demon Hunters,
which was a particular favourite with many of the
children! Throughout the session, pupils were
encouraged to listen carefully, think about how music
can evoke different emotions, and appreciate the skill
and dedication involved in becoming a professional
musician.

We would like to thank Steve, Poppy and the Berkshire
Chamber Music Festival for inspiring our pupils and
bringing the joy of live music into our school.

Berkshire Chamber Music Festival
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Reading Champions 12  Juneth

Headteacher Awards 12  Juneth
Handwriting & Presentation 
12  Juneth
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School Celebrations

Maths Champions 12  Juneth Top Doodler 12  Juneth



Headteacher Awards 19th JuneHandwriting & Presentation 
19th June

Newsletter - Term 6
18.06.26

School Celebrations

Maths Champions 19  Juneth

Values Medals 15  Juneth



Future Calendar Dates (new dates added - event information will show in bold)

22nd June: Year 4 visit to Ramsbury Estate
25th June: KS1 Sports Day - 9am-10:15am
25  June: KS2 Sports Day - 10:45am-12pmth

26th June: PTA Non School Uniform Day in exchange for a bottle (for tombula)
29th June: Year 6 Residential
30th June: Year 4 trip to Great Hall Winchester
3rd July: Futures Day
9th July: Year 3 trip to Seven Burrows
10th July: SEND Breakfast - all parents welcome
10th July: PTA Bouncy Castle Fun Day
14th July: Reception trip to Cotswold Wildlife Park
16th July: Y6 Performance to parents/carers at 6pm
20th July: Y6 Leavers service in church

If you have a query about your child please contact their class teacher in the first instance:

Mrs Crick: F1@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk F2@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Miss Townsend Y1@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Miss Townsend Y2@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Ms Ross Y3@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Mr Wootten Y4@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Ms Linsley Y5@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Miss O'Farrell Y6@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk

For any other enquiries please phone or e-mail the school office: 0148871479
admin@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk

School Office: 
Reminders, updates & future calendar dates 
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Ask the SEN Team Breakfast

Friday 10th July, 8:45am (after drop-off)

All parents and carers are warmly invited to join us for our Ask the SEN Team
Breakfast. Come along for a relaxed morning of coffee, croissants, and
conversation. This is an opportunity to ask questions, share concerns, and
find out more about how we can support children with additional needs.

We would love to hear your questions in advance so that we can prepare
helpful information and advice. Questions can be submitted anonymously if
preferred and may relate to topics such as:

EHCPs
Anxiety
Homework
Behaviour
Transitions
Any other SEND-related questions

Please send any questions to school by Thursday 3rd July.

The breakfast will take place after drop-off on Friday 10th July at 8:45am. All
parents and carers are welcome, whether you have submitted a question or
would simply like to come along for an informal chat.

If a question comes to mind after the deadline, please don't worry –
questions can be asked at any time, either on the day or by contacting the
school.

We look forward to welcoming you!
Naomi Stapley and Laura Womersley

SEND Update
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PTA
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Attendance
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Please keep your child home if they have a fever, or feel too
unwell to do normal activities. Specific guidance requires
keeping children off for 48 hours after the last episode of
diarrhoea or vomiting. Children with a fever should stay home
until it breaks, while mild symptoms like a runny nose or slight
cough, without a fever, are usually fine for school. 



Hello from Year 1/2

We are well and truly on the final stretch of this
school year, but we have a lot more to fit in over
the next few weeks!
Next Monday it is our COOL session. This is an
opportunity for you to come and see your
children's work in the classroom and for them to
talk to you all about what they have been
learning about this year. It will be at 3 o'clock on
Monday 22  June in the Year 1 and 2 classroom.nd

On Thursday morning at 9 o'clock it is our Key
Stage 1 Sports Day on the field. We would love to
see as many of you there as possible to cheer on
your children in the different events they will be
taking part in. The children have been practising
hard and are all really looking forward to it. 

This week the children have been doing their
independent write and this time they have been
writing a diary entry. I have been so impressed
with the improvement that everyone has shown
in their writing this year and their resilience as
well. I hope that they are all very proud of their
work because they have every reason to be.

I hope you all have a lovely weekend, and we
hope that you can join us next week.
Thank you for your continued support,
Miss Townsend, Mrs Lord and Miss Ball

Year 1 & 2 Update
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Hello from Year 3

Over the last two weeks, Year 3 have been working incredibly hard across all subjects
and we are very proud of the effort they have shown.
In English, we have just finished our non-fiction informal information texts about ocean
animals. I was really impressed with the rhetorical questions, jokes and fascinating facts
the children included in their writing, which were all very thoughtfully chosen. We have
started this week by learning about David Attenborough and exploring his life and
achievements, ready to begin writing biographies about him.

In Maths, we have been focusing on capacity, comparing and measuring different
amounts. The children have developed their understanding of litres and millilitres and
have enjoyed solving practical problems involving capacity. We will soon be moving on
to properties of shape, where we will be learning about different 2D and 3D shapes and
exploring angles.
Some of the children had the wonderful opportunity to work on art pieces for the
church, helping to support their efforts to raise money. They showed great creativity
and enthusiasm, and we were very proud of the care they took with their work. The
other children attended the choir and sang in Reading. I heard they represented the
school brilliantly and should be very proud of their confidence and effort.

Year 3 swim every Monday and Wednesday, so please ensure your child comes to
school with their swimming kit and towel on these days.
Finally, a reminder about the importance of completing homework each week.
Homework helps to reinforce learning that takes place in class and supports your child’s
progress. Children who do not complete their homework are required to spend part of
their lunchtime completing it with me instead, so we would really appreciate your
support in ensuring homework is handed in on time.

Thank you for your continued support.
Miss Ross

Year 3 Update
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Hello from Year 4

Year 4 always enjoy their trip
to the school library and it is
great to hear them share
their book reviews with the
class. Each child is beginning
to show distinct preferences
in the type of book they
choose. They also completed
their MTC times tables review,
which every Year 4 pupil
must complete for the
government, last week. We
are immensely proud of the
effort they all put in to
learning and practising their
tables and showing grit
during the test. Well done,
Year 4!

Thank you as always for your
support!
Mr Wootten and Mrs Smith

Year 4 Update
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Hello from Year 5

We have had a brilliant two weeks in Year 5
and the children have impressed me
immensely. 

In Maths, we have been measuring and
drawing angles using protractors: a
challenging skill to learn for the first time. In
English, the children have written some
fantastic letters to their favourite footballers,
persuading them to invest in Fairtrade
footballs. 

Last week, we went to Rooksnest farm in
Lambourn which supported us with our
learning on global trade in Geography. The
children had fun pond dipping, riding in a
tractor trailer, feeding the alpacas and
crushing wheat to make flour. We learned
so much about how food is produced in
the UK and why international trade is so
important.

Thank you for your continued support at home.
Miss Linsley

Year 5 Update
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Hello from Year 6

This term, Year 6 have been exploring the
fascinating geography of our village and
discovering how it has changed over time. Through
the use of historical maps, photographs and local
research, the children have investigated how both
the human and physical features of the area have
developed.

As part of this unit, pupils have also been learning
about the significant impact of the racing industry
on our local community. They have considered how
racing has shaped employment, housing, transport
links and land use, as well as the ways in which the
surrounding landscape supports this important
industry. In English, the children have used their
geographical knowledge to develop their writing
skills, creating informative and persuasive pieces
inspired by their learning about the village and its
unique identity.

I have been incredibly impressed by the enthusiasm
Year 6 have shown towards understanding the
place they call home and recognising how history,
geography and industry continue to influence the
community around them.

Miss O’Farrell

Year 6 Update
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Community News
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