
Dear Families,

As we begin another school year, I find myself looking forward to all that our children
will have the opportunity to achieve, experience and overcome this year.
A school year is made up of thousands of moments - some big and memorable,
others small and seemingly ordinary. Yet it is often those everyday moments that tell
us the most about the children our pupils will become.

A child who perseveres when something feels difficult. 
A child who notices that someone is sitting alone and chooses to sit beside them. 
A child who admits a mistake and puts it right. 
A child who dares to try something new. 
A child who believes in themselves just a little more than they did yesterday.

These are the moments when our children truly  “Let Your LIGHT Shine”.

Our vision, “Let Your LIGHT Shine,” is at the very heart of who we are as a school. We
want every child to know that they have a unique LIGHT within them - their talents,
their character, their ideas, their kindness and their potential.
Our role is to nurture that LIGHT, give children the confidence to share it with others
and equip them with the values they need to carry it brightly into the future.

This year, our five core values will continue to guide us:

❤️ LOVE

We want our children to understand that kindness matters.
This year already, I have been incredibly proud to see children caring for one
another, showing compassion, celebrating differences and offering support when
someone needs it.
Love reminds us that our LIGHT becomes brighter when we use it to brighten
someone else's day.
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🌟 INTEGRITY

Character matters.

We encourage our children to be honest, responsible and courageous enough
to do the right thing - even when it isn't the easiest choice.
I have already seen countless examples of children taking responsibility, telling
the truth, making amends and showing respect.
Integrity is choosing to be the person you know you should be, even when
nobody is watching.

💪 GRIT 

Life will not always be easy, and neither will learning. 
This year, our children will face challenges, make mistakes, try again and
discovere that being successful does not mean getting everything right the first
time. 
We celebrate the children who keep going when something is hard; who say, “I
can't do it yet,” rather than “I can't do it.” 
GRIT teaches us that our greatest growth often happens when we refuse to give
up. 

🌈 HOPE 

Hope encourages us to look beyond where we are today and imagine where
we could be tomorrow. 
Our children will have opportunities to dream, wonder, create, question and set
themselves goals. We want every child to leave our school believing that their
future is full of possibility and that they have the power to make a difference. 
Hope gives us the courage to dream and the belief that those dreams are worth
pursuing. 
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🤝 TRUST 

Great learning happens when children feel safe, valued and believed in. 
We work hard to build relationships founded on trust - between children, staff
and families. 
We want our children to trust others, to be worthy of trust themselves and,
perhaps most importantly, to trust in their own ability to learn, grow and
overcome challenges. 

When children feel trusted, they find the confidence to step forward and let their
LIGHT shine. 

✨ Looking Back With Pride 
When I think about the last school year, I don't simply think about results,
performances, trips, sporting events or celebrations - wonderful though these
were. 

I think about growth. 
I think about the child who found their confidence. 
The child who discovered a new passion. 
The child who made a friendship. 
The child who overcame a fear. 
The child who learned to believe in themselves. 
The child who learned that making a mistake is not failure, but an opportunity to
learn. 

These are the achievements that stay with us. 
Every child travelled their own journey. Some journeys were smooth; others
involved challenges and setbacks. But each child moved forward, grew in some
way and added another chapter to their story. 
And for that, we should be immensely proud. 
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✨ Into the Future 

As we look ahead to another school year, our vision remains as important as
ever: 

Let Your LIGHT Shine. 

We want our children to leave us not simply knowing more, but being more -
more confident, more compassionate, more resilient, more courageous and
more hopeful. 
We want them to know that their voice matters. 
That their kindness matters. 
That their choices matter. 
That their dreams matter. 
And that they matter.

Our children are the light of our school community, and it is our privilege to
help them discover just how brightly they can shine. 
So, at the start of this school year, I have a message for our children: 

Be brave enough to be yourself. 
Be kind enough to lift others up. 
Be determined enough to keep going. 
Be hopeful enough to dream big. 
Be trustworthy enough to make a difference. 
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And never forget that there is a unique light within you that nobody else in
the world can shine in quite the same way. 

❤️ Love deeply. 
🌟 Live with integrity. 
💪 Show GRIT. 
🌈 Hold on to hope. 
🤝 Trust yourself and others. 

**And always, always…

LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE. ✨** 

And finally, to you, our parents and carers. 
Your support makes such a difference. Whether it is helping with homework,
listening to your child read, cheering from the sidelines, encouraging them
when things are difficult or simply reminding them each morning that they
can do it - you are an essential part of your child's journey. 

School and home are strongest when we work together. 
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Headteacher Awards 18th
September

Reading Champion 18th September

Handwriting & Presentation 
18th September
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School Celebrations

Maths Champions 18th September



Future Calendar Dates (new dates added - event information will show in bold)

2026
22.09 - Annual Flu vaccination for pupils in school. Please complete form sent from
school office
29.09 - Harvest Festival at the Church at 1:30pm
12.10 - PTA AGM at school 8:40am  - all welcome!
17.11 - Parents Evening
19.11 - Parents Evening
11.12 - PTA Rags to Riches
08.12 - EYFS (F1 & F2) Nativity Showcase Performance 9:00am - 9:30am
15.12 - KS2 Christmas Showcase 2pm-3pm
2027
26.01 - COOL Whole School 3:00pm
02.03 - Parents Evening
04.03 - Parents Evening
04.03 - World Book Day
15.03 - SATS parent meeting for Y6 3:00pm
29.04 - COOL Whole School 3:00pm
10.05 - SATS week
14.05 - Race Day Year 6 
17.05 - Y6 Residential meeting 
24.06 - EYFS and KS1 Sports Day 9:00am to 10:30am
24.06 - KS2 Sports Day 10:45am to 12:00pm
29.06 - Reserve Sports Day
15.07 - Y6 Performance 6pm

If you have a query about your child please contact their class teacher in the first instance:

Mrs Crick: F1@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk F2@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Miss Townsend Y1@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Miss Townsend Y2@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Ms Ross Y3@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Ms Ross Y4@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Mr McKee Y5@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk
Miss O'Farrell Y6@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk

For any other enquiries please phone or e-mail the school office: 0148871479
admin@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk

School Office: 
Reminders, updates & future calendar dates 
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Please can we ask all parents/carers to park considerately and
in line with the restrictions in place for the safety of all. The
council have asked the Civil Enforcement Team to patrol at drop
off and pick up and if parents/carers are observed to be parked
in contravention, Penalty Charge Notices will be issued.

School Office: 
Reminders, updates & future calendar dates 
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We are recruiting for a Higher Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA)
in Upper Key Stage 2. Please pass on this link to anyone you
know that may be interested.

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/146307
/EDV-2026-LCPS-86865

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/146307/EDV-2026-LCPS-86865
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/146307/EDV-2026-LCPS-86865


Attendance
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Overall attendance for our school at this very early stage of the year is 93.5%. The
national average weekly attendance rate for state-funded primary schools in
England is approximately 96.5%. As a reminder see below for when you only need to
keep your child off school. 

Why attending everyday at school matters https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3g_tfUyroZM&list=PLXjcCX3hH9LVaCIua1fZ2H6pgD7l4mDMP&index=1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3g_tfUyroZM&list=PLXjcCX3hH9LVaCIua1fZ2H6pgD7l4mDMP&index=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3g_tfUyroZM&list=PLXjcCX3hH9LVaCIua1fZ2H6pgD7l4mDMP&index=1


Welcome back, everyone!

We have certainly hit the ground running this year! Our new School Council was elected in the very
first week, and all of our representatives came along to our first meeting last Tuesday with lots of
enthusiasm, exciting ideas and a real willingness to make a difference within our school.

Our first focus for the year is Snack-tember, an initiative that was set up by last year's School Council.
The children have been encouraging everyone to think about choosing healthier snacks at break time
and discussing the positive impact that healthy food choices can have on both our bodies and our
minds.
It has been wonderful to see so many more healthy snacks appearing at break times already. The
children have really listened to the message and taken it on board, and we are incredibly proud of the
positive choices they have been making.

We are also looking ahead to our Harvest Festival on 29th September. This year, the School Council
are taking ownership of the event and will be helping to organise and promote our Harvest Festival
across the school. We would really appreciate your support with donations. Please see the leaflet for
further information about what can be donated and how you can support us.

A huge well done to our School Council representatives for getting involved so enthusiastically and
helping to encourage positive changes across our school. We are very excited to see what they
achieve throughout the year and to hear all of their ideas for making our school an even better place!
Thank you,
Mrs Womersley and Miss Ross

School Council News
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PTA NEWS
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Hello from EYFE: F1 and F2!

What a fantastic start we have had in EYFS! The children are settling in really well and have been
busy getting to know their new friends, teachers and classroom. We are very proud of how well
they are beginning to learn our school rules and daily routines, becoming more confident and
independent each day.

Our topic has been ‘Who Am I?’. We have been talking about what makes each of us special
and looking carefully at our faces and facial features. The children have enjoyed using mirrors to
notice their eyes, hair, nose and mouth before creating some wonderful self-portraits using paint
and collage materials.

We have started practising writing our names, with lots of encouragement to have a go
independently. We have also enjoyed plenty of fine motor activities to strengthen the muscles in
our hands and fingers. These important skills will help prepare the children for holding pencils and
developing their writing.

In Maths, we have been enjoying lots of number rhymes and songs involving counting to 5.
Singing, actions and practical activities are a fun way for the children to develop their
confidence with numbers and counting.

Our F1 children have been developing their listening skills by exploring environmental sounds. We
have been listening carefully to the different sounds we can hear around us and trying to identify
where they come from.

Our F2 children have begun learning their letter sounds, practising how to recognise and say
each new sound and beginning to use these skills in their early reading and writing.
We have had lots of fun playing parachute games! These activities have helped us learn about
teamwork, listening and working together, as well as being a brilliant way to get to know our
new friends.

Of course, we couldn't let the rainy weather go to waste! The children had great fun puddle
jumping and exploring outdoors. There were lots of smiles, splashes and opportunities for learning
along the way!

We have had a busy and exciting start to our EYFS journey and are delighted with how well the
children are settling in. Well done, everyone!

Mrs Crick, Mrs Griffin and Miss Hine

EYFS: F1 and F2 Update
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Hello from Year 1 & 2!

A huge welcome to the 2026/2027 academic year. We have had a busy start to the term,
but I have been so impressed with the start that the children have made and how quickly
they have settled into their new routine.

Year 1 especially is a big change in routine from F2, but the children have settled in
especially well and taken it in their stride. Everyone is really enjoying our combined
playtime with Key Stage 2, and it has been wonderful to see how the younger children
interact with the older year groups.

The children have really settled into their work and taking a lot of pride in what they are
producing in class. Year 1 have been working really hard to improve their number and
letter formation, as well as showing off their counting skills and learning all about number
lines. Likewise, Year 2 have been working especially hard with numbers and have been
practising writing both numerals and words in maths and learning how to place numbers
on a number line. In English we have been writing about endangered animals such as
rhinos and sea turtles. The children showed a lot of enthusiasm towards this subject and
enjoyed learning all about many different types of endangered animals. This week, we
have started writing about a book called 'The Queen's Hat', and have been learning all
about London landmarks.

Thank you to everyone who attended our 'Meet The Teacher' session last week. I have
attached a picture of our class curriculum map for Term 1 below for you to see what your
children will be getting up to in Year 1 and 2 until the end of October.

Our PE days are Monday and Tuesday, but every child should have a PE kit in school all
week. We will then send all kit home on a Friday. 

Many thanks for your continued support, and any problems please don't hesitate to email
me on either Y1@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk or Y2@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk

Miss Townsend, Miss Ball and Mrs Kumar

Year 1 & 2 Update
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Hello from Year 3 & Year 4!

Welcome back! It has been so lovely to see the children again, and we have been
working very hard to settle back into our new school routines.

Our Year 3 children, in particular, have done incredibly well adapting to a new key
stage, new routines and a new teacher. Our Year 4 children have been fantastic
role models and have done a wonderful job of setting a positive example for the
younger children.

In English, we have been exploring the wonderful book Old Enough to Save the
Planet. The book is written by children, with a different child sharing their ideas
about an environmental problem that could be solved every two pages. We have
been focusing on pollution in our beaches and seas and thinking about what we
can do to help protect our environment. I have been really impressed by the
children's ideas and knowledge, as well as the way they have applied these in their
books. We have also been working hard on producing beautifully presented work
with our best handwriting.

In Maths, both classes have been learning about place value and have done
incredibly well when recognising the value of each digit in a number. Year 3 have
been developing their understanding of hundreds, while Year 4 have been
extending this to thousands. We have also been continuing to develop our times-
table knowledge and fluency, with our Year 4 children working towards completing
their Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) later in the year.

The children have also shown great interest in all of our new foundation subjects
and topics. I have been particularly impressed with their learning behaviours,
enthusiasm and willingness to get involved. It has been a fantastic start to the year,
and I am really looking forward to seeing what the children produce and achieve
throughout the term and the year ahead.

Kind regards,
Miss Ross and Mrs Lord

Year 3 & Year 4  Update
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Hello from Year 5!

A huge welcome to the 2026/2027 academic year. It
has been a very warm welcome to life at Lambourn,
and I have been amazingly overwhelmed with the
work ethic and effort of the pupils in Year 5 and across
the school. I am already looking forward to an exciting
year ahead.

Year 5 is the final year to consolidate all their learning in
the core subjects before the challenge of SATs in Year
6. However, the children have engaged with their
learning and their efforts are appreciated so far.
The children have taken to the daily routines and
expectations, such as taking pride in their work. 

Year 5 have been consolidating their number and
place value focusing on areas such as comparing 6-
digit numbers, practising writing both numerals and
words and understanding the rules on how to identify
the intervals on a number line.

Year 5 Update
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In English, we have been writing about the impact of littelocal
communities and effects it can have on animals and their habitats.
The children showed a lot of enthusiasm towards this subject and
enjoyed learning all about how we can write a formal persuasive
letter to our local council to improve waste disposal facilities in our
area.

We have been learning a lot about the Vikings through our
reading materials for Reading lessons. The children are developing
their subject knowledge around the Great Heathen Army from
Scandinavia, and they will be delving in to the Vikings even more
in their history lessons.

Thank you to everyone who attended our 'Meet the Teacher'
session last week. I have attached a picture of our class curriculum
map for Term 1 below for you to see what your children will be
getting up to in Year 5 until the end of October.

Please ensure your child is completing any assignments set on
Doodle and are reading daily at home using apps like
Boomreader or Fonetti. Our PE days are Tuesday and Thursday, but
every child should have a PE kit in school all week. We will then
send all kit home on a Friday. 

Many thanks for your continued support, and any problems please
don't hesitate to email me on either Y5@lambourn.excalibur.org.uk

Mr. McKee and Mrs Smith

Year 5 Update...continued
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Hello from Year 6!

A huge welcome to all our Year 6 children! It was lovely to see so many
of you at our ‘Meet the Teacher’ session, and I hope you now have a
good idea of what the year ahead will look like.

We have lots to look forward to this term, with a fantastic range of topics
and experiences planned. Our learning will take us from World War II
and the impact it had on people and communities, to natural disasters,
exploring why they happen and how they affect different parts of the
world.

We will also be getting active through our Cricket unit, thinking about
teamwork, skill and resilience. Alongside this, we will explore Global
Citizenship, considering our responsibilities to others and how our actions
can make a difference in the wider world.

Finally, we will be getting creative with Street Art, looking at artists,
messages and how art can be used to communicate ideas and
opinions.
It is going to be a busy and exciting term, and I am really looking
forward to seeing the children grow in confidence, independence and
resilience as they take on the challenges of their final year at primary
school.

Thank you for your continued support – we are looking forward to a
fantastic year together!

Miss O’Farrell

Year 6 Update
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